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City Council Meeting Minutes 
Monday, October 23rd, 2023 - 6:00 p.m. 

Franklin Lodge of Elks 
 
 

Council in attendance: Mayor Jo Brown, Councilor Jay Chandler, Councilor Leigh Webb, Councilor 

Bob Desrochers, Councilor George Dzujna, Councilor Valerie Blake, Councilor Paul Trudel, 

Councilor Vince Ribas, Councilor Ted Starkweather and Councilor Olivia Zink 

 
Absent: None 

 
Others in attendance: City Manager Judie Milner, Parks & Recreation Director Krystal Alpers, 
Police Chief David Goldstein and members of the public. 
 
Mayor Brown called the meeting to order in Council Chambers at 6:31 p.m.  
 
Salute to the Flag was led by Councilor Dzujna. 

Agenda Item I. 
Police Union Contract 
 
Mayor Brown discussed that the contracts are part of the major part of the FY24 budget.  
 
Motion - Councilor Ribas moved that the Franklin City Council approve a 3-year agreement as  
presented from July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2026 between the City of Franklin and New  
England Police Benevolent Association (NEPBA) Franklin Police Patrolman’s Association. Motion  
seconded by Councilor Webb.  
 
Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion on this motion. 
 
Milner discussed the that the council is aware of the process that they went through with the 
union for the contract and believes it is a fair contract for the union and the city.  The council did 
appropriate the pay & class study for the union, as they did for the rest of the city employees.  
Milner stated that the changes that were made from the new contract compared to the previous 
contract.  This is an educational stipend that they wanted to implement, which was agreed to be 
added to the base rate of pay.  The stipends are as follows; $500 for an associate’s degree, $750 
for a bachelor’s degree and $1,000 for a master’s degree, in a field of relevance for position.  This 
equates to $0.24 per hour, $0.36 per hour and $0.48 per hour.  Outside private detail pay is paid 
for by the business needing the assistance and is not paid for by the city.  The other change is the 
officer in charge differential, which is going from $1.50 to $3.00 per hour, and this is only for an 
officer that is not a Sargent but is placed in that position.  The communication specialist 
differential was changed from $0.50 to $0.75 and $1.00 to $1.50.  The contract would be 
retroactive back to July 2, 2023.   
 
The proposed NEPBA contract with proposed wage scale is attached to the end of the minutes. 
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All in favor; motion PASSED.  
 

 
Agenda Item II. 
Police Chief Contract Extension 
 
Motion - Councilor Ribas moved that the Franklin City Council approve, pursuant to Section 2A  
of Chief David Goldstein’s employment contract, to extend his contract by one year to  
December 1st, 2024.  Seconded by Councilor Chandler.   
 
Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion on this motion. 
 
Milner stated the reason why the Chief is asking for the extension is due to pending matters that 
are in the process of being resolved.  Milner would also like to hire a new Chief to overlap for 
training, and the Chief as agreed to this extension.  The process for a new hire will be done both 
internally and externally.    
 
Chief Goldstein’s December 1st, 2019 – December 1st, 2023 employment contract is attached to 
the end of the minutes. 
 
All in favor; motion PASSED. 
 
 
Agenda Item III. 
(CDBG) Community Center Grant Application Discussion 
 
Milner discussed the CDGB grant application and explained that this is part of the AARPA funds 
that are being administered by the CDFA, called the Community Center Grant.  This is different 
than the Community Facilities Grant.  The deadline is November 30th, 2023, and the only eligible 
project the city would qualify for is at the Bessie Rowell Recreation Center.  This funding is 
important because it is only a 15% match which is different than the 50% that is normally 
required.  This grant would potentially help to alleviate some of the current problems at the 
recreation center.  
 
P&R Director Alpers was invited to talk more about the potential projects that could be 
completed with this grant.  The original idea would be to build an addition that would have a gym, 
a couple of classrooms and bathrooms on the location of the already existing Bessie Rowell 
Recreation Center.  Having the building would allow for potentially for more offerings to the 
community, such as pickle ball, baseball and softball winter training, etc.  The total amount you 
can apply for is $1M and with the 15% match on that, the recreation center currently has the 
funds to support the match amount.  There was a discussion about where the funds would come 
from.  However, without having an architectural plan Alpers was not sure what the cost would 
potentially be yet.  Having such a short turn around for the application, she is working on 
gathering those numbers now.  
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The council discussed the possibility of making upgrades to the old location at the Proulx Center. 
The grant is for new construction, renovations or energy upgrades to any existing building. 
Director Alpers believes that doing the upgrades wouldn’t solve her current issues in the space 
now and a standalone building would help to solve the problems.      
 
Alpers has scheduled a preapplication meeting that will give more information about what would 
need to be done for onsite analysis and the cost that would accrue.  This is a preliminary step for 
the city and a very targeted grant for a specific project within the city.  The next steps would be to 
set a public hearing for the November meeting to authorize Director Alpers to apply for the grant.   
 
Motion - Councilor Ribas moved that the Franklin City Council set a public hearing for  
November 6th at 6:00pm to consider authorizing P&R Director Alpers to pursue a grant from  
Community Center Grant Application.  Seconded by Councilor Dzjuna.  
 
8 in favor, 1 abstention; motion PASSED. 
 
 
Late item:  
Repurchase of a tax deeded property by a previous owner.   
 
Motion - Councilor Dzjuna moved that the Franklin City Council deed 162 West Bow Street  
(Mapping Lot 116-206-00) back to William May.  Seconded by Councilor Webb.  
 
All in favor; motion PASSED. 
 
 
Nonpublic Session Needed: 
 
Milner stated that they were ready to enter into a nonpublic session. 
 
Motion – Councilor Ribas moved that the Franklin City Council enter into nonpublic according 

to RSA 91-A:3, II(c) Matters which, if discussed in public, would likely affect adversely the 

reputation of any person, other than a member of this board, unless such person requests an 

open meeting.  This exemption shall extend to include any application for assistance or tax 

abatement or waiver of a fee, fine or other levy, if based on inability to pay or poverty of the 

applicant.  Seconded by Councilor Dzujna. 

 
By a roll call vote. 
 
Roll Call: 

Councilor Blake          yes        Councilor Desrochers       yes        Councilor Starkweather     yes 

Councilor Webb         yes        Councilor Dzujna               yes        Councilor Trudel                  yes 

Councilor Chandler    yes        Councilor Ribas                 yes         Councilor Zink                     yes 
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All in favor.  Motion PASSED  
 
Entered into nonpublic at 6:38 p.m. 

Motion – Councilor Ribas moved to leave nonpublic session and return to public session. 

Seconded by Councilor Webb.  

All in favor.  Motion PASSED 
 
Public Session reconvened at 6:56 p.m. 

Motion — Councilor Ribas moved to seal the minutes. Seconded by Councilor Dzujna. 

By a roll call vote. 
 
Roll Call: 

Councilor Blake          yes       Councilor Desrochers       yes     Councilor Starkweather     yes 

Councilor Webb         yes       Councilor Dzujna               yes      Councilor Trudel                 yes 

Councilor Chandler    yes       Councilor Ribas                 yes      Councilor Zink                      yes 

All in favor.  Motion PASSED 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

 
Motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Ribas and seconded by Councilor Trudel.  
All in favor.  Motion PASSED. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:59 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Nicole Havey 
Franklin Fire Department 
Administrative Assistant 
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