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City Council Meeting Minutes 
Monday, May 8, 2023 - 6:00 p.m. 

Council Chambers, City Hall 
 
 

Council in attendance: Mayor Jo Brown, Councilor Jay Chandler, Councilor Leigh Webb, Councilor 

Bob Desrochers, Councilor George Dzujna, Councilor Ted Starkweather, Councilor Valerie Blake, 

and Councilor Paul Trudel 

 
Absent: Councilor Olivia Zink and Councilor Vince Ribas 

 

 
Others in attendance: City Manager Judie Milner, City Department Heads, and members of the 
public. 
 
Mayor Brown called the meeting to order in Council Chambers at 6:03 p.m. and stated that this 
budget presentation would be all about the Municipal Services department.   
 
All of the city department heads introduced themselves and Milner started the presentation with 

the following PowerPoint slides: 

 

 



City Council APPROVED Meeting Minutes – May 8, 2023 
Page 2 of 10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



City Council APPROVED Meeting Minutes – May 8, 2023 
Page 3 of 10 
 

 

 

 



City Council APPROVED Meeting Minutes – May 8, 2023 
Page 4 of 10 
 

 

 

Milner stated that Carol Granfield from MRI will be at the May 15th meeting to go over the Pay & 

Class study. 

 

 

 

The above slide was in reference to a follow-up question about the appropriations column 

between FY23-FY24 of the school district’s budget on page 150.  Finance Director Gaudette 

answered saying that the ‘Other Support Services’ line holds an amount of $2,900 reserved for 

the school district to decide on how to allocate it.  It had been decided on how to allocate it in 

between preparing the budget and presenting it and this line had been distributed amongst 

other lines, 
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Milner reminded everyone that the general fund is the only account that is funded by the 

taxpayers. 

MSD Director Hanscom started his presentation of Municipal Services and stated that the biggest 

part of his budget is paying the employees, which is very important. 

 

City Hall was mostly maintenance issues while in the building, parks and beaches have their fair 

share of vandalism, and Odell Park mainly had a cost of the cameras installed by Mason Alarms.  

Bessie Rowell can be discussed by the Parks & Rec director, along with the police and fire chiefs. 

The MSD building is on page 136 and the expenditures are the same as last year. 
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This is on page 130.  There are 3 positions that are open and will need a CDL license.  Hopefully, 

these will be able to be filled if the pay & class study is approved. 

 

This is on page 131.  There is $400,000 in the budget for roads and Hanscom is currently 

finalizing a bid package for paving this year. 
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The above slide can be referenced to page 133. 

Milner let the council know that on page 189, the vehicles are listed by department, which is 

new on this year’s budget proposal. 

 

Buildings & Grounds is the only department that is fully staffed right now, like the mechanical 

department. 
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The following slide can be referenced on page 137.  Hanscom stated that there has been a price 

increase on curbside collections due to fuel surcharges.  MSD also has no trash cans to give out 

at this time.  Some residents have no cans and there is a three-page list of residents needing 

cover replacements.  The tipping rate has also been increased to be more in line with what other 

communities are charging. 

 

The following slide can be referenced on page 159.  Hanscom added that there is a new one ton listed in 

the budget. 
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The following slide can be referenced on page 163. 

Hanscom stated that there is a large rate increase from the Winnipesauke River Basin program.  To cover 
that the usage fee is the only thing that was adjusted.  It needed to go up to $9.10 to sustain and cover 

the state’s portion, along with our portion.  This is why the council was asked to reach out to Senator 

Innis to see what could be done about lowering the cost and having the state cut some of their budget 

before it passes. 
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There were some questions from the council about trucks that are needed for MSD.  Milner stated that 

on page 147 of the City Manager’s FY24 Proposed Budget the capital outlay section is on there and a lot 

of the capital outlay is for Municipal Services. 

No other discussion or questions ensued. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 
Mayor Brown adjourned the meeting at 7:32 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lisa A. Jones 
Executive Secretary 


