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               City Council Special Meeting Minutes 
               Monday, August 23, 2021 - 6:00 p.m. 

         Council Chambers, City Hall  

  

Council in attendance: Interim Mayor Olivia Zink, Councilor Jo Brown, Councilor Scott Clarenbach, 

Councilor Bob Desrochers, Councilor Jay Chandler, Councilor Paul Trudel, 

Councilor April Bunker, Councilor Ted Starkweather, Councilor Testerman.  

 

Others in attendance: City Manager Judie Milner, Finance Director Pessy Gaudette, Municipal Services 

Director Justin Hanscom, and members of the public.  

Interim Mayor Zink called the meeting to order in Council Chambers at 6:00 p.m.  

Salute to the Flag was led by Councilor Desrochers.   
 
Agenda Item I. 
City Council to consider setting a public hearing on Resolution #03-22, to accept and appropriate 
$62,500 from the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) for youth mentoring services.  
 
Motion – Councilor Bunker moved that the Franklin City Council schedule a public hearing on 
Resolution #03-22 at 6:00 p.m. on September 13th, 2021 to accept and appropriate $62,500 from the 
National Recreation and Park Association to implement a program to provide mentoring services for 
youth in rural New England impacted by the opioid crisis.  
Seconded by Councilor Desrochers.  
 
There was no discussion. 
 
All in favor.  Motion PASSED.  
 
Councilor Bunker read Resolution #03-22.    
 
Agenda Item II.  
City Council to discuss American Rescue Plan Act funding for projects.   
 
City Manager Milner shared a spreadsheet with the Council that lists Franklin businesses who received 
CARES Act Funding in 2020 and greatly benefitted from those funds.  There were 74 recipients totaling 
over $3.6M provided in relief funds for Franklin.   
 
The current relief funds fall under the American Rescue Plan (ARPA).  The Council agreed to accept 
approximately $909,334.  Half was received this past summer and the other half will come next summer.  
Milner continued to explain that two other communities did not apply which means that those funds 
will be distributed to the communities who applied for funding.   
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Milner also provided and explained the ARPA At-a-Glance worksheet.  It provided the guidelines to use 
of funds and who could be eligible to apply for the funds.  Milner also explained how the funds can and 
cannot be used. 
 
The State Revolving Funds Program and NH DOT have not finalized what funds they will make available 
to Franklin for roads or water projects.  Milner stated that County funds will be available to address 
homelessness and other projects.   
 
Milner suggested areas where the funds could be used.   
 
Municipal Services Director Justin Hanscom provided an overview of the summary list of water and 
waste water projects by priority.  Milner stated that it would be good to look at this list tonight and 
begin to share opinions and ideas but that final decisions do not need to be made tonight.  
 
Members of the Council asked questions about certain projects on the list and provided their thoughts 
on which projects should be done first and how they could be funded.  Councilor Trudel suggested the 
MSD Committee and the CIP Committee conduct SWAT Meetings then bring their recommendations 
back to the City Council.   
 
Milner stated that the projects which retired Municipal Services Director Brian Sullivan and current MSD 
Director Justin Hanscom provided tonight are priorities and all eligible under the Drinking Water State 
Revolving Fund and Clean Water State Revolving Fund but unfortunately the City does not have the 
information on these funds coming from the County or the State just yet.  There is still time to allow the 
committees to meet and review the information.  There is a CIP Committee meeting due to be 
scheduled this year.   She stated that these funds cannot be used on General Fund Items unless they 
would be used toward Public spaces.   
 
Interim Mayor Zink stated that she is attending a meeting in Concord and requested that the Council 
send her ideas on how the County should funnel the funds down to the communities.   
 
There was no further discussion. 
 
Agenda Item III.   
City Council to consider Accepting the Settlement Agreement with Mallinckrodt under the Opioid 
Lawsuit. 
 
Milner stated that the City has been asked whether or not they will be in support of the attorney’s 
recommendation however there are a couple of areas that the attorneys are currently ironing out.  Due 
to timing, it is recommended to support the settlement offer otherwise if Franklin and other 
communities do not take action on this by supporting the attorneys then the Consortium cannot vote 
which could result in receiving nothing for a settlement.    
 
Motion – Councilor Brown moved that the Council accept the Mallinckrodt Bankruptcy Settlement 
Offer as recommended by the City’s attorney, Thomas Colantuono, as part of the National 
Prescription Opioids Litigation Consortium. Seconded by Councilor Trudel.   
 
Councilor Testerman asked an [inaudible] question to the City Manager Milner.  Milner replied that the 
City is waiting on our New Hampshire attorney’s opinion on these important issues.   
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There was no further discussion.    
 
All in favor.  Motion PASSED.  
 
Agenda Item IV. 
City Council and Manager to Discuss Goals for Upcoming Year 
 
City Manager Milner stated that she sent the Council a list of goals, objectives, and steps needed to 
reach the goals.  Milner reviewed the following list with the Council:  Increase Council 
Relations/Engagement/Communications, Increase Community Relations/Communications/Engagement, 
Increasing transparency, and provide better employee support.  Milner reviewed this list and the steps 
needed to complete the goals.  
 
The Council provided suggestions to update the list of goals.  City Manager Milner was commended for 
the extra hours and the volunteering she provides to Franklin.     
 
Motion – Councilor Brown moved to accept the updates list of City Manager’s list of goals.  Seconded 
by Councilor Testerman.   
 
There was no further discussion.   
 
All in favor.  Motion PASSED.   
 
Agenda Item V. 
Other  
 
City Manager Milner invited the Council to the Elks at 6 p.m. on August 31st to support the Economic 
Development Task Force who will answer questions from the public on the status of City projects.   
 
Councilor Trudel asked the City Council to begin discussing budget planning for the next Fiscal Year and 
requested a meeting be scheduled in October.   
 
Nonpublic Session needed: 
 
Motion to enter into Nonpublic Session was made by Councilor Brown according to RSA 91-A:3, II (I) 
consideration of legal advice provided by legal counsel, either in writing or orally to one or more 
members of the public body, even where legal counsel is not present.  Seconded by Councilor Trudel.  
 

Roll call to enter into nonpublic:  

Councilor Chandler  Yes Councilor Zink Yes Councilor Bunker Yes  

Councilor Desrochers Yes Councilor Brown Yes Councilor Trudel Yes 

Councilor Starkweather Yes Councilor Clarenbach Yes Councilor Testerman Yes 

All in favor.  Motion PASSED.   
 
Entered into nonpublic session at 7:33 p.m. followed by a two minute break.   
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Motion to leave nonpublic and return to public session made by Councilor Chandler.  Seconded by 
Councilor Trudel.  
There was no discussion.  
 
All in favor.  Motion PASSED. 
 
Public session reconvened at 7:48 p.m. 
 
Motion to seal the minutes was made by Councilor Bunker and seconded by Councilor Trudel, because 
it is determined that divulgence of this information likely would affect adversely the reputation of any 
person other than a member of this board. 
 
Roll call to seal the minutes: 

Councilor Chandler  Yes Councilor Zink Yes Councilor Bunker Yes  

Councilor Desrochers Yes Councilor Brown Yes Councilor Trudel Yes 

Councilor Starkweather Yes Councilor Clarenbach Yes Councilor Testerman Yes 

 There was no discussion.   
 
All in favor.  Motion PASSED.  
 
Motion to enter into nonpublic session was made by Councilor Bunker according to RSA 91-A:3, II (a) 
The dismissal, promotion, or compensation of any public employee or the disciplining of such 
employee, or the investigation of any charges against him or her, unless the employee affected (1) has 
a right to a public meeting, and (2) requests that the meeting be open, in which case the request shall 
be granted.  Seconded by Councilor Brown  
 
Roll call to enter into nonpublic:  

Councilor Chandler  Yes Councilor Zink Yes Councilor Bunker Yes  

Councilor Desrochers Yes Councilor Brown Yes Councilor Trudel Yes 

Councilor Starkweather Yes Councilor Clarenbach Yes Councilor Testerman Yes 

All in favor.  Motion PASSED.   
 
Entered into nonpublic session at 7:50 p.m.  
 
Motion to leave nonpublic was made by Councilor Clarenbach.  Seconded by Councilor Desrochers.   
There was no discussion.   
 
All in favor.  Motion PASSED.  
 
Public session reconvened at 8:06 p.m. 
 
Motion to seal the minutes was made by Councilor Brown and seconded by Councilor Bunker because 
it is determined that divulgence of this information likely would affect adversely the reputation of any 
person other than a member of this board.  
 
Roll call to seal the minutes:    

Councilor Chandler  Yes Councilor Zink Yes Councilor Bunker Yes  

Councilor Desrochers Yes Councilor Brown Yes Councilor Trudel Yes 
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Councilor Starkweather Yes Councilor Clarenbach Yes Councilor Testerman Yes 

 
All in favor. Motion PASSED. 
 
Motion – Councilor Desrochers moved that the Franklin City Council increase the City Manager’s 
salary to $109,200 beginning from April 2021. Seconded by Councilor Trudel. 
 
There was no discussion.   
 
Roll call: 

Councilor Chandler  Yes Councilor Zink Yes Councilor Bunker Yes  

Councilor Desrochers Yes Councilor Brown No Councilor Trudel Yes 

Councilor Starkweather Yes Councilor Clarenbach Yes Councilor Testerman No 

 
Motion PASSED. 
 
Motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Brown and seconded by Councilor Clarenbach.  
 
There was no further discussion.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m.  
 
 
 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

      Audrey Lanzillo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Attachments/handouts 
Cares Act Funding Received 
ARPA Funding highlights and Eligible Projects 
Water and Waste Water Shovel Ready Projects  
City Manager list of Goals and Objectives 




































