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               City Council Special Meeting - Minutes 
               Monday, March 22, 2021 - 6:00 p.m. 

         Webmeeting via Zoom  

  

 Location 

Interim Mayor Olivia Zink  Home in the room alone  

Councilor Jo Brown Home in the room alone 

Councilor Scott Clarenbach Home in the room alone 

Councilor Bob Desrochers  Home in the room alone 

Councilor Jay Chandler  Home in the room alone   

Councilor April Bunker Absent 

Councilor Ted Starkweather  Absent 

Councilor Karen Testerman Home in the room alone 

Councilor Paul Trudel  Home in the room alone 

 

Others in attendance: City Manager Judie Milner, City Department Heads, and members of the 

public.  

 

Mayor Zink called the meeting to order via Zoom at 6:03 p.m. She then read the Compliant 

Right-to-Know Statement. 

Salute to the Flag was led by Councilor Clarenbach.   

City Manager Judie Milner provided the background on tonight’s agenda topic which will be presented 
by the Mayor’s Drug Task Force Coordinator Kandyce Tucker and the School District Wellness 
Coordinator Barbara Slayton.   
 
Milner stated that the Mayor’s Drug Task Force had been funded over the past ten years for $1.2M 
which has come to its end.  The Drug Task Force, in collaboration with the School District, received a 
$1.5M grant for the next five years.   
 
Milner further stated that this coalition is the only coalition to receive this Grant in the State of New 
Hampshire.   
 
Drug Task Force Coordinator Kandyce Tucker began the presentation with the following slides: 
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Barbara Slayton discussed the following slides: 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Barbara stated that the Community Management Team was formed through the Project Aware Grant in 
2015 and although it is no longer a requirement to meet as a Community Management Team, the 
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partner groups want to continue to meet.  The list below is fluid and some groups have dropped off but 
then a new one will join.   
 

 
 
Kandyce Tucker discussed the following slides:  
 

 
 
 
Kandyce stated that the data is lagging a year therefore the data below is from 2019.   
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Barbara stated that the following is only an excerpt of information and that there is a full in depth YRBS 
Report on the School Website.   
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Kandyce discussed the following slides: 
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Kandyce stated that Franklin was one of the first Cities to Ban Spice/K2 in in the State.  It is making a 
come back so awareness must continue in this area.    
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Kandyce stated that a contributing factor of the downward trend is also due to students whose parents 
or parental figures do not see marijuana as harmful.   
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Kandyce stated that many students still believe that Vaping is not dangerous and mainly just vaper with 
flavor.  They still do not understand that it is packed with tobacco and hazardous chemicals.   
 
Barbara discussed the following slides:  
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Barbara stated that although Franklin was awarded $267,000, the funds have not been received yet due 
to Federal red tape and she is working on this.   
 

 
 
Barbara stated that the deadline to spend these funds has been extended out one year.   
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Kandyce discussed the following slides:  
 

 
 
Kandyce shared the great news that the Full-time Student Assistant Program Coordinator received a 
separate grant that will fund that position for another year outside of the FMDTF Prevention Grant.    
 
Barbara stated that this will free up those funds which will allow them to be put back into drug 
prevention for the community.   
 

 



City Council Meeting Minutes - March 22, 2021 
Page 15 of 16 
 

 
 

 
 
There were many questions from the Council which resulted in the following replies from Barbara and 
Kandyce: 
 

• There has not been a way to correlate higher suicide thoughts or actions of students due to 
COVID where students were mostly home and counseling not sought through the school. If they 
received counseling outside of school, there wouldn’t be any way to know.  

• It is possible that there are higher rates of marijuana use because of the conversations on 
legalizing it. 

• Pre-COVID peer-to-peer conversation was occurring more and students were doing 
presentations regarding the dangers of vaping and drug use.  

• The Annual Report Card will be ready for distribution very soon and will show the literacy rates 
with testing scores.  Low literacy scores is a high priority for the Franklin School System. 

• The United Way reached out to the school district to potentially offer a literacy grant which 
Barbara Slayton is currently looking into.   

• The sources of Grant funds coming into these programs are State and Federal some of which 
have private and local donations which can be included in some of the Grant funds.   

• The current Grants no longer include the Town of Hill because they are no longer part of the 
SAU #18 School District. 

• The goal is to start educating the children at a young age and although they may not have a 
trusting adult in their home, making sure there is one for them to turn to in the community or 
school is key. 

Kandyce explained how she collaborates with the Parks and Recreation Outdoor Programs.  The idea is 
to introduce outdoor activities to young students who may not be able to afford a particular sport and 
introduce access to that sport at no cost to try to get them “hooked” on it in the same way the brain 
reacts to someone who gets “hooked” to a substance.  This will introduce that student to a new 
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healthier community group of friends.  The plan is to start by partnering with a youth outing club such as 
Outdoor New England to see what the data shows over this summer season then apply for a large grant 
in the fall.  This could also branch off into a program for those in recovery.   
 
Comments from the Council: 
 

• Thank you Kandyce and Barbara. This presentation was very well done and it was certainly an 
eye opener.  As a school teacher only 15 years ago, it was not apparent that this was happening.   

• Passing Ordinances like the ones passed banning Vaping and Kratom in Franklin and also the 
Tobacco 21 Ordinance, all help the Mayor’s Drug Task Force and the Community. 

• Currently, the Legislature wants to take away the rights of Councilors to choose what is right for 
Franklin.  Milner sent the Council an email recently with the House Bill information.  Please 
contact your legislators and tell them not to take this right away from Franklin. 

• Please notify the Council when Drug Task Force events are scheduled so they can show their 
support. 

 
 
Barbara stated that the Community Management Team meets on the third Friday of each month from 
9:00 am-10:30 am via Zoom.  If interested in attending, contact Barbara Slayton by email which can be 
found on the school website.   
 
There were no further comments or questions. 
 
Motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Clarenbach and seconded by Councilor Desrochers.  
 
Roll Call:  

Councilor Trudel Yes Councilor Testerman Yes Councilor Zink Yes 

Councilor Clarenbach Yes Councilor Chandler Yes Councilor Bunker Absent 

Councilor Brown Yes Councilor Desrochers Yes Councilor Starkweather  Absent 

All in favor.  Motion PASSED. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Audrey Lanzillo  
 


