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City Council Meeting Minutes 
Monday, December 4, 2023 - 6:00 p.m. 

Franklin Lodge of Elks 
 
 
 

Council in attendance: Mayor Jo Brown, Councilor Jay Chandler, Councilor Leigh Webb, Councilor 

George Dzujna, Councilor Ted Starkweather, Councilor Paul Trudel, Councilor Valerie Blake, 

Councilor Vince Ribas, Councilor Olivia Zink and Councilor Bob Desrochers  

 
Absent: None 

 
Others in attendance: City Manager Judie Milner, City Department Heads, and members of the 
public. 
 
Mayor Brown called the meeting to order in Council Chambers at 6:01 p.m.  
 
Salute to the Flag was led by Councilor Dzujna.   

Councilor Desrochers asked for a moment of silence for the following veterans that passed away 

last month: Bradley Haas (US Army Military Police, Franklin Police Officer retired), David English 

(PFC US Army E-3, Korean war), and Michael Murphy (Petty Officer 2nd Class E-5, Electronics 

Technician 2nd Class ENT, US Navy 1971 – 1975 Vietnam ERA).  

 

Public Hearings: 
 
Resolution 11-24 authorizing a one-time retention, recruitment & referral bonus program for 
police department employees and appropriating $413,412 in fund balance to support the 
program. 
 
The public hearing opened at 6:03 p.m. 
 
The majority of the public comments were in support of this resolution. 
Councilor Blake also read two letters into record from residents Maureen Aube and Bill 
Yacopucci, which can be found at the end of the minutes. 
 
The public hearing on Resolution 11-24 closed at 6:16 p.m. 
 
Legislative Update: 
There is no update at this time and the representative was not present. 
 
Milner stated that she would like to present some social media busters before the public 
comments start. 

- The 1st charette on outdoor recreation leveraged their rivers and effects private 
partnerships with Mill City Park and the Opera House.  The three main partnerships that 
the city has are Mill City Park, Franklin Opera House and the Franklin Outing Club.  These 
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are all free to the public.  The council is looking at these private partnerships under a 
35,000’ view.  They all operate on city owned land/buildings and all operate under a lease 
with the city.  Mill City Park alone includes 18 acres of land that they maintain.  This 
includes over 26 invasive species on the land that they are taking care of instead of the 
city having to do it.  She asked how it would look if the city were to abandon a partial 
project? 

- As far as taxes, Milner stated that they are still under the tax cap in Franklin.  If 
assessments go up the tax rate comes down.  There are some desirable properties in 
Franklin, per the current market, which have driven assessments up.  The CPIU is at 6.5% 
this year.  Also, the Governor paid $338,000 of the taxes for Franklin last year as a one-
time relief in state funds.  This is why the taxes were lower on the last bill as well. 

 
Milner urged residents to reach out to the assessing department with any questions about their 
home assessments. 
 
Comments from the Public: 
 
Mayor Brown reminded everyone that persons wishing to address the council may speak for a 
maximum of three minutes and no more than thirty minutes will be devoted to public 
commentary. 
 
Public comments opened at 6:27 p.m. 
 
Many residents approached the council with comments and they are outlined below: 
 

- Jeff Perkins announced that he would like the city council to schedule a workshop meeting 
on December 14th to meet with the Franklin Opera House board. 

- Resident Al Warner read from an email he wrote to the council, which is attached to the 
end of the minutes. 

- A resident stated that he was excited to see all of the new businesses like, eBikes, 
Waterhorse Pub, and Chinburg coming to the city that are here because of Mill City Park. 

- A resident thanked everyone in the city for the emergency evacuation efforts.  He also 
encouraged the city council to meet with the Opera House board, to allow the welcome 
signs, and to extend the Mill City Park MOA to save the city money by not having to 
maintain the land. 

- Many other residents came before the council to give their support on renewing the Mill 
City Park MOA and were in favor of allowing the city to apply for grants to help the White-
Water Park.  It was mentioned that the land used to be a dump before Mill City Park 
cleaned everything up with the use of volunteers.  The majority of comments on this 
subject were in support, with only one request that the vote on the MOA be tabled until 
the newly elected council is seated at the January meeting. 

- An email to the council from resident Myla Marie Danforth requesting that the vote for 
extending the MOA for Mill City Park be tabled until the new city council is seated was 
read into record.  This letter is attached to the end of the minutes. 
 

Coalition Coordinator, Stephanie Wolff, provided updates on Franklin’s Partners in Prevention: 
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• On November 16th, Franklin’s Partners in Prevention and Franklin High School hosted the 

first Family Engagement event with the wildlife encounters.  They had about 30 students 

in attendance and several members of school staff. They are looking to schedule another 

engagement event following the holidays.  

 

• Wolff thanked the Franklin Business Group and everyone involved in planning the Holiday 

Stroll.  It was a great time!  She also gave a shout out to Christine Dzujna and Jamie Bryant 

for representing FPIP and handing out about 4 gallons of hot cider.  

 

Letters/emails were read into record by Councilor Desrochers, Councilor Blake, Councilor Dzujna, 
Councilor Zink, and Mayor Brown.  These are all attached to the end of the minutes.  
 
Public comments closed at 7:35 p.m. 
 
Mayor’s Update: 
 

- Mayor Brown thanked all of the people who participated in the very quick action and 

recovery of the gas leak on Central Street a couple of weeks ago.  Fire Chief Foss 

addressed concerns directly with anyone involved or who had questions.  The 

collaboration between fire, police, municipal and state agencies was tight, professional 

and effective in assuring the safety of the citizens and the teamwork with all of the 

departments was amazing during the evacuation. 

- The above was followed by the shooting of retired Police Chief Haas.  There was a lot of 
media attention and the city held a remembrance service on November 20th.   

 
- She had the opportunity to speak to some middle school students at the NH Veterans 

Cemetery who were helping to lay wreaths on the graves.  She stated that she will always 
take the time to remember our veterans, who are also among America’s greatest heroes. 
 

City Council Acknowledgement: 
 
Councilor Dzujna acknowledged everyone that helped with getting Christmas lighting up in the 
downtown, including the tree at Marceau Park, and making everything look so festive. 
 
Councilor Webb acknowledged the Festival of Trees this year.  It was another wonderful 
community event that was very successful and echoed Councilor Dzujna about the downtown 
lighting. 
 
Councilor Blake thanked everyone who had anything to do with making the Holiday Stroll the 
success that it was.  She stated that they also hosted their first annual window decorating 
contest, so she urged everyone to go downtown and take a look at the storefront windows.   
 
Mayor Brown called for a 10-minute break at 7:43 p.m. 
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The meeting reconvened at 7:53 p.m. 
 
Agenda Item I. 
Approval of Minutes. 
 
Council to consider the minutes of the October 23rd, 2023 City Council Workshop meeting, the 
October 23rd, 2023 City Council Workshop nonpublic meeting, November 6th, 2023 City Council 
meeting, and the November 20th, 2023 City Council Workshop meeting. 
 
Motion – Councilor Dzujna moved that the Franklin City Council approve the minutes of the 
October 23rd, 2023 City Council Workshop meeting, the October 23rd, 2023 City Council 
Workshop nonpublic meeting, November 6th, 2023 City Council meeting, and the November 
20th, 2023 City Council Workshop meeting.  Seconded by Councilor Ribas. 
 
Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion. 
Councilor Zink had a few amendments that she made to the November 6th minutes. 
 
All in favor.  Motion PASSED. 
 
Agenda Item II. 
FBIDC to present new welcoming signs for Franklin. 
 
Motion – Councilor Ribas moved that the Franklin City Council accepts FBIDC’s gift of new 
welcome to Franklin signage to the city and authorizes the municipal services department to 
assist in the placement and installation of signage.  Seconded by Councilor Trudel. 
 
Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion. 
 
Jim Aberg stated that there were four Welcome to Franklin signs that they would like to present.  
They would be 4’ x 6’.  The FBIDC board has the funding for the signs and wouldn’t cost the city 
anything.  They raised funds separately for the signs. 
 
There was a letter brought up about the pictures on the signs being trademarked and only usable 
on the 4 signs being presented.  There was a discussion about whether this was something that 
should be revised with the company that is trademarking the pictures.  Some argued that this 
may pose a problem and others stated that it is common business practice to put a trademark on 
their work. 
 
There was also a discussion about whether the downtown sign should say Franklin Falls or just 
the City of Franklin. 
 
The council discussed having FBIDC come back after getting the trademark issues squared away 
and looking more into the naming of Franklin Falls. 
 
Motion – Councilor Ribas withdrew his motion to accept FBIDC’s gift of new welcome to 
Franklin signage to the city and authorizes the municipal services department to assist in the 
placement and installation of signage.  Seconded by Councilor Trudel. 
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Mayor Brown asked if there was any objection. 
There was no objection to the withdrawn motion. 
 
Jim Aberg asked what exactly was needed when he brings this back to the council.  He 
acknowledged that he would have to review the trademark policy with the company who made 
the logo for them.  He asked if the council does not want to recognize the historic district of 
Franklin Falls with one sign and have all signs just say “Franklin, NH”.   
 
Councilor Desrochers stated that there should not be any other names for the historical district, 
as it separates downtown from everyone else in Franklin. 
 
Mayor Brown did mention a comparison in Laconia.  They have Weirs Beach in Laconia as a 
marketing thing, but they are all still in Laconia. 
 
Agenda Item IV. (moved above item III) 
School Board Update 
 
Superintendent LeGallo’s updates were as follows: 
 

• State Test Results and Drop-Out Rate:  The 2022-2023 state test results from last spring 
are out.  They saw some improvements but not enough to get off the Federal 
Accountability Designations of Comprehensive Support and Improvemnet School (CSI) at 
the elementary and middle school and Targeted Support and Improvement School (TSI) at 
the high school.  They are continuing to implement their school improvement plans that 
were developed and finalized over the summer.  They also received their Drop-Out rate 
numbers for 2023-2024 and they are at 3.72%.  This is creeping up from their low of 1.51% 
last year, but less than the over 4% and 8% from previous years.  LeGallo had a printout 
chart for the council, which is included at the end of the minutes. 
 

• High School Redesign:  LeGallo stated that he is going to have their High School Principal, 
Dave Levesque, join him next month to share the news of how the high school redesign 
work is going this year. 

 

• Franklin Footlight Theatre is partnering with Franklin High School in the production of 
the Addam’s Family:  The show runs this Friday through Sunday with 4 productions at 
Franklin Middle School.  Tickets are available online on the Opera House website. 

 

• School Board Member:  He would like to begin the process of replacing their outgoing 
School Board member, who will be the mayor starting next month. 

 
 
Agenda Item III. 
City Manager’s Update 
 

• Milner stated that without objection she would be setting up a workshop on the 14th with 
the Opera house Board.  This would be at 7pm at the Lodge of Elks.  There was no 
objection. 
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• The council was informed that she will have the budget reports for FY24 out to them 
tomorrow.  The city Finance Director is out on medical leave until the end of January so 
Milner has been doing two jobs and plans on getting temporary help from MRI.   

   

• Contingent Grant Line Activity – Received $2,722.05 from the Franklin Partners in 
Prevention Fall/Soup Festival. $865 from various donors, $225 from Franklin Savings Bank 
for downtown lighting, $1,000 from Benson’s for youth sports scholarships and $75 for 
recreation scholarships. 
 

• Trust fund for school funding – $272.55 
 

• Thank you – Milner wanted to reiterate how proud she is of this management team and 
employees of the City of Franklin for how they handled opening the emergency operations 
center for the gasoline leak on Central Street.  There is an employee of City Hall who has a 
sister that works at DES that happened to mention that the gentleman that came back 
from DES said that Franklin handled this emergency very well.  She also thanked the 
businesses and the folks that live downtown, as they rallied together to find places for 
everyone to go. 
 

• Workshops – December 18th - All things Municipal Services 
January 29th – All city departments coming to the city council just to describe 
their weaknesses, challenges, strengths, etc. 

 

• Welcome Aboard - Trevor Lowder – PD 
        Josh Nason – MSD (Welcome back) 

 

• Congratulations – Sargeant Ball and Lieutenant Poirier from PD for completing the 
executive development certification at Roger Williams University, Chief Goldstein who 
received the NH Chief of Police President’s Award for outstanding service, and firefighter 
Nate Ecker for completing his firefighter I & II certifications. 
 

• Shout Out – Glen Morrill and his Tuesday group for transitioning into the downtown 
winter décor so quickly, also to the businesses and participants of the Holiday Stroll.  She 
gave a huge shoutout to Franklin Opera House and the Tuesday group for making the 
downtown look like a Hallmark movie. 
She also stated that she can’t thank the police department enough, as they are 
shorthanded, understaffed, working many hours and they still took the time and were 
proud to carry former Chief Haas at the funeral. 
 

• Committee Meetings – December:  
  Parks & Rec Committee – TBD 
  Police Committee – 12/21 @ noon at the police department 

 

• Media contacts – The Boston Chronicle report on the City of Franklin aired on November 
8, 2023, which is available on their website still.  It was very well done. 
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• City SPIRIT – Save the Date – The event is going to be rolled out on Saturday, April 6th, 
2024 at the Bessie Rowell Community Center.  More details will be coming. 
 

• NHMA Conference - Milner attended the conference early in November and spent a lot of 
time on municipal/community solar.  This project will have to hold for a little bit until a 
couple of other projects come off of the table.  She does think that this will be a good 
thing for Franklin and she will get info and brochures from NHMA to the council before 
having a conversation. 
 

• Stanley Mill Update – In the process of doing the RFQ for the qualified engineer 
professional, which will go out shortly so that the city can hire the person who will be 
responsible for overseeing the project.  The first thing that person will need to do is send 
an RFP of the actual building demo to make sure that it does not affect any contaminants 
are going into the river. 
 

• City Hall Update – The city has received a preliminary report from the architects and there 
will be a meeting on it with city staff and the architects.  After the meeting, a workshop 
meeting will be scheduled to go over that with the council. 
 

• Inaugural Meeting – This will be on January 8th, 2024 @ 6pm at the Lodge of Elks.   
 

• City Offices Closed – City offices are closed on Friday, December 22nd at noontime, 
Monday, December 25th, and Monday, January 1st. 
 

• Holiday Luncheon – It is a catered lunch by Hart’s at the fire station on Friday, December 
22nd at noon.  She invited the mayor and council to attend. 
 

• Milner addressed something concerning that she heard about tabling items for the new 
council.  She reminded the public that the city is an ongoing entity and the City Council has 
to make decisions that move on past their term a lot.  The City Council acts as a body, not 
necessarily the individuals that are on it.  Tabling items for a new council is probably 
counterproductive. 

 
 
Agenda Item V. 
Council to consider Resolution 11-24 authorizing a one-time retention, recruitment & referral 
bonus program for Police department employees and appropriating $413,412 in fund balance to 
support the program. 
 
Motion - Councilor Ribas moved that the Franklin City Council adopt Resolution #11-24 
authorizing a one-time retention, recruitment, referral and field training officer bonus program 
for employees and appropriating $413,412 in fund balance to support the program.  Seconded 
by Councilor Trudel. 
 
Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion on this motion. 
A long discussion ensued about the need for this resolution. 
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By a roll call vote. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Councilor Chandler yes      Councilor Webb                yes     Councilor Desrochers   abstained      
  
Councilor Dzujna yes      Councilor Blake                 yes     Councilor Trudel         yes 
 
Councilor Ribas yes      Councilor Starkweather   yes     Councilor Zink                    yes 
 
 
8 in favor; 1 abstention.  Motion PASSED 
 
 

RESOLUTION #11-24 
 

A Resolution Relating to a Supplemental Appropriation for Fiscal Year 2024. 
 
In the year of our Lord, Two Thousand Twenty-Three, 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire adopted a budget for Fiscal 
Year 2024 which began July 1, 2023, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire understands the particular 
challenges of the current labor market and national conversation; specifically, the police 
department’s challenges in recruiting and retaining employees as a result, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire wishes to be more competitive 
with other police department hiring practices in order to recruit and retain high quality 
employees for the police department, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire wishes to implement a 
referral, retention and recruitment program for all current police department open and filled 
positions to give the recruitment efforts another “tool in the toolbelt” for success, and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire wishes to fund this program 
through the one-time, non-lapsing appropriation of $413,412 from the City’s accumulated fund 
balance, Now, 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that at the scheduled meeting of the City Council on Monday, 
December 4, 2023 at 6pm the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire does hereby 
adopt resolution #11-24 authorizing a one-time retention, recruitment and referral bonus 
program for police department positions under the following guidelines: 
 

Bonus Rules:           

One time retention bonus of $10,000 for current full-time employees based   
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on FY2024 authorized position listing positions once they have been 
employed for at least one year 
 
One time retention bonus of $2,500 for current part time officers with 8 
hour per week average hours over the last 52 weeks 
 
One time recruitment bonus of $20,000 for current open full-time positions 
to be paid as follows: $10,000 upon hire, $5,000 at the end of year 1, 
$5,000 at the end of year 2 (the employee signs a 3-year contract upon hire 
requiring the payback of the bonus if they terminate employment within 
the contract period) 
 
One time referral bonus of $5,000 for any employee who refers an 
individual successfully to one of the full-time open positions to be paid as 
follows: $2,500 upon hire, $2,500 upon 1 year recruited employee’s 
anniversary  
 
Temporary increase in Field Training Officer pay to $5 stipend for the 
training of the recruits to the current open positions 
 

Must remain active employee for the duration of the period to be eligible for bonus - no 
proration of bonuses. 

 
And authorizing the following non lapsing one-time appropriation: 
 
An increase in FY2024 revenues:  
 
Use of Fund Balance Acct. No. 01-0-000-39399-000 – Four Hundred Thirteen Thousand Four 
Hundred Twelve dollars ($413,412) 
 
And an increase in FY2024 expenditure accounts, 
 
Retention Bonus Acct No. 01-1-302-40131-000 - Four Hundred Thirteen Thousand Four Hundred 
Twelve dollars ($413,412) 
 
 
Agenda Item VI. 
Council to consider selling miscellaneous municipal fire alarm equipment which is no longer in  

use. 

 
Motion - Councilor Ribas moved that the Franklin City Council authorize the Fire Department 
Administration to sell and/or scrap the accumulated surplus municipal fire alarm system 
equipment for the best possible price as well as donate the console, small bell and ticker with 
take up reel, and a Master Box to the Franklin Firefighters Association to set up a small-scale 
functioning system in the Firefighter Museum.  Seconded by Councilor Starkweather. 
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Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion on this motion. 
No discussion ensued. 
 
All in favor.  Motion PASSED 
 
 
Agenda Item VII. 
Council to consider renewal of Memorandum of Agreement with Mill City Park. 
 
Motion - Councilor Dzujna moved that the Franklin City Council re-affirm the 9/13/2017 
memorandum of agreement between the City and Mill City Park through 9/30/2027.  Seconded 
by Councilor Blake. 
 
Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion on this motion. 
 
There was a small discussion about the agreement.  Councilor Blake did state that she is not a 
member of the Mill City Park board, so this should not affect her right to vote on this.  Mayor 
Brown also reiterated that this is just an agreement that just need to be renewed and is like any 
other agreement with other city partnerships on city owned property. 
 
Milner explained that on the memorandum of agreement it states that positions that signed the 
agreement can actually extend it.  She did feel it was necessary to bring to the council because 
she feels like two of the positions are occupied by different people, but technically the agreement 
could move forward with just the signatures. 
 
She does think that for the Land & Water Conservation Fund grant, it is necessary to have this in 
place, as they will be looking at it.  She stated that she would appreciate a vote on this from the 
council.  It does not need to be reaffirmed by the council, but would be a stronger agreement for 
grants if approved by the council. 
 
Motion - Councilor Desrochers moved that the Franklin City Council postpone the vote on the 
Mill City Park MOA to the City Council Workshop meeting on December 14th, 2023.  Seconded 
by Councilor Trudel. 
 
5 in favor; 4 opposed.  Motion PASSED 
 
 
Agenda Item VIII. 
Council to consider authorizing the City to apply for 2 Land & Water Conservation Fund grants for 
the white-water park.  
 
Motion - Councilor Trudel moved that the Franklin City Council authorize the City Manager to 
apply for (2) $500,000 grants through Land & Water Conservation Fund for the construction of 
(2) water features in the river at Mill City Park.  Seconded by Councilor Dzujna. 
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Milner let the council know that the ask is a little bit different than the two water features at Mill 
City Park.  It is a $500,000 grant for water feature number 2 at MCP and a $500,000 grant for the 
next phase of the land portion at MCP. 
 
Motion - Councilor Ribas moved that the Franklin City Council amend the motion to say one 
$500,000 grant for the water feature and one $500,000 grant for the land feature.  Seconded by 
Councilor Trudel. 
 
Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion on this motion. 
 
A small discussion ensued and Milner confirmed that grant matching funds would be with CDFA 
tax credits, the current value that the city has in TIF, and on the land portion it is a private 
donation match and an in-kind match, meaning some kind of donation labor.  This would mean no 
current taxpayer dollars.  
 
Milner stated that Land & Water Conservation has already walked through this grant and the city 
has been approved to apply. 
 
8 in favor; 1 abstention.  Motion PASSED 
 
 
Agenda Item IX. 
Council to consider setting public hearing on Ordinance 06-24 regarding the elected and 
appointed officials code of conduct. 
 
Motion - Councilor Ribas moved that the Franklin City Council set a public hearing for 6pm on 
Monday, January 8, 2024, regarding the adoption of Ordinance 06-24, Code of Conduct for 
Elected Officials and Appointed Board Members.  (In title only) Seconded by Councilor Trudel. 
 
Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion on this motion. 
No discussion ensued. 
 
All in favor.  Motion PASSED 
 
 
Agenda Item X. 
Council to consider setting a public hearing on Resolution 12-24 accepting and appropriating 
$500,000 Community Development Block grant funds for the Healthfirst project. 
 
Motion - Councilor Ribas moved that the Franklin City Council set a public hearing on Monday, 
January 8, 2024 at 6pm regarding resolution 12-24 accepting & appropriating $500,000 
Community Development Block Grant Public Facility Funds received through Community 
Development Finance Authority for the Healthfirst Renovation/Addition Project. Seconded by 
Councilor Trudel. 
 
Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion on this motion. 
No discussion ensued. 
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All in favor.  Motion PASSED 
 
Councilor Ribas read Resolution 12-24 to the public. 
 

RESOLUTION #12-24 
 

A Resolution Relating to a Supplemental Appropriation for Fiscal Year 2024. 
 
In the year of our Lord, Two Thousand Twenty-Four, 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin has adopted a budget for Fiscal Year 2024 which 
began July 1, 2023, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire supported, at their June 5, 
2023 City Council meeting, an application through Community Development Block Grant Public 
Facility Funds for Healthfirst Family Care renovation/addition project, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin acknowledges receipt of a  
Community Development Block Grant in the amount of $500,000 from the Community 
Development Finance Authority for the Healthfirst Renovation/Addition Project, Now 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that at the scheduled meeting of the City Council on Monday, 
January 8, 2024, the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire does hereby adopt 
resolution 12-24 accepting the community development block grant in the amount of $500,000 
from the Community Development Finance Authority and authorize the following non-lapsing 
appropriation: 
 
An increase in revenue:  
 
Federal Grants – CDBG Healthfirst Acct No. 14-9-012-33110-467 – Five Hundred Thousand Dollars 
($500,000),  
 
And an increase in expenditure: 
 
Federal Grant Buildings – CDBG Healthfirst Account No. 14-9-012-40720-467 in the amount of 
Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000). 
 
Agenda Item XI. 
Council to consider MOU with New England Mountain Bike Association for trail development at 
the Veterans Memorial Ski Area. 
 
Motion - Councilor Dzujna moved that the Franklin City Council approve the revised 
Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Franklin, Franklin Outing Club and New 
England Mountain Bike Association for the construction of recreational trails at the Veteran’s 
Memorial Ski Area. Seconded by Councilor Trudel. 
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Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion on this motion. 
A small discussion ensued. 
 
All in favor.  Motion PASSED 
 
 
Agenda Item XII. 
Council to consider disposition of tax deeded property. 
 
Motion - Councilor Ribas moved that the Franklin City Council authorize the City Manager to 

dispose of the following properties; Map/Lot# 117-268-000 163 Central Street (direct sale) and 

Map/Lot# 135-115-000 46 Orchard Street (bid of $10,000).  Seconded by Councilor Blake. 

 
Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion on this motion. 
Councilor Zink asked if 46 Orchard Street would need to be demolished and rebuilt due to the 
conditions.  Milner confirmed that was correct. 
 
All in favor.  Motion PASSED 
 
 
Agenda Item XIII. 
 
Other Business: 
 

1. Mayor & Council Appointments: 
 

Motion - Councilor Ribas moved that the Franklin City Council appoint Yama 
Ploskonka to the Zoning Board of Adjustment Committee, seat ZBA2, term of service 
to January 2027, appoint Debbie Davis to the Zoning Board of Adjustment 
Committee as an Alternate, seat ZBA6, term of service to January 2027, reappoint 
Justin Hanscom to the Concord Regional Solid Waste/Resource Recovery 
Cooperative, term of service to December 2026, and reappoint Rocky Marsh to the 
Concord Regional Solid Waste/Resource Recovery Cooperative as an Alternate, term 
of service to December 2026.  Seconded by Councilor Dzujna. 
 
All in favor.  Motion PASSED 
 

 
2. Committee Reports: 

 
There were no committee reports at this time. 

 
 

3. Late Items:  
 
There were no late items. 



City Council APPROVED Meeting Minutes – December 4, 2023 
Page 14 of 15 
 

 

 
4. Nonpublic Session Needed: 

 
 
Milner stated that they were ready to enter into a nonpublic session. 
 
Motion – Councilor Ribas moved that the Franklin City Council enter into nonpublic according 
to RSA 91-A:3, II (l) Consideration of legal advice provided by legal counsel, either in writing or 
orally, to one or more members of the public body, even where legal counsel is not present.  
Seconded by Councilor Trudel. 
 
By a roll call vote. 
 
Roll Call: 

Councilor Blake          yes        Councilor Desrochers       yes        Councilor Starkweather     yes 

Councilor Webb         yes        Councilor Dzujna               yes        Councilor Trudel                  yes 

Councilor Chandler    yes        Councilor Ribas                 yes         Councilor Zink                     yes 

All in favor.  Motion PASSED  
 
Entered into nonpublic at 9:59 p.m. 

Motion – Councilor Zink moved to leave nonpublic session and return to public session. 

Seconded by Councilor Chandler.  

All in favor.  Motion PASSED 
 
Public Session reconvened at 10:20 p.m. 

Motion — Councilor Zink moved to seal the minutes. Seconded by Councilor Ribas. 

By a roll call vote. 
 
Roll Call: 

Councilor Blake          yes       Councilor Desrochers       yes     Councilor Starkweather     yes 

Councilor Webb         yes       Councilor Dzujna               yes      Councilor Trudel                 yes 

Councilor Chandler    yes       Councilor Ribas                 yes      Councilor Zink                      yes 

All in favor.  Motion PASSED 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
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Motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Zink and seconded by Councilor Chandler.  
All in favor.  Motion PASSED. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:21 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lisa A. Jones 
Executive Secretary 
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