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City Council Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, September 5, 2023 - 6:00 p.m. 

Franklin High School Cafeteria 
 
 
 

Council in attendance: Mayor Jo Brown, Councilor Jay Chandler, Councilor Leigh Webb, Councilor 

George Dzujna, Councilor Ted Starkweather, Councilor Valerie Blake, Councilor Vince Ribas, 

Councilor Olivia Zink and Councilor Bob Desrochers  

 
Absent: Councilor Paul Trudel 

 
Others in attendance: City Manager Judie Milner, City Department Heads, and members of the 
public. 
 
Mayor Brown called the meeting to order in Council Chambers at 6:00 p.m.  
 
Salute to the Flag was led by Councilor Ribas.   

Councilor Desrochers stated that he didn’t hear of any veterans passing away this month. 

 

Public Hearings: 
 
Resolution 05-24 to accept and appropriate $418,000 InvestNH grant funds towards Stanley 
Mill demolition. 
 
The public hearing opened at 6:01 p.m. 
There was no discussion on this hearing. 
The public hearing on Resolution 05-24 closed at 6:01 p.m. 
 
Resolution 06-24 to accept and appropriate $310,000 InvestNH grant funds towards municipal 
purposes. 
 
The public hearing opened at 6:02 p.m. 
 
There was a request for more clarification on the signage part of the resolution for $100,000. 
Milner stated that this would cover studies on parking, traffic, and wayfinding signage in 
downtown and the rest of the city. 
 
The public hearing on Resolution 06-24 closed at 6:03 p.m. 
 
Legislative Update: 
There is no update at this time. 
 
Comments from the Public: 
 
Mayor Brown reminded everyone that persons wishing to address the council may speak for a 
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maximum of three minutes and no more than thirty minutes will be devoted to public 
commentary. 
 
Public comments opened at 6:11 p.m. 
 
Councilor Desrochers read from a letter he received from resident, Ray Yonaitis, and also read 6 
questions from an anonymous constituent.  These can be found at the end of the minutes. 
 
Resident Karen Darling gave some updates: 

- The Historical Society will be hosting ‘Hidden Treasures in the Public Library’ by Library 
Director Rob Sargent.  This will be held on Thursday night at 7pm. 

- Choose Franklin has meetings quarterly with the next one being on October 19th.  More 
information will be coming. 

- A map of Franklin was presented showing good things that have been done in the 
community.  She is hoping to continue adding to the map and is looking for a place to 
share it. 

 
Many residents approached the council with comments and they are outlined below: 
 

- Sarah Stanley, who was pursuing the American flag service, has 20 of the 45 flags so far 
and they will be going up on the telephone posts in the city soon. 

- One resident wanted to let everyone know that she spoke with Madison Lightfoot from 
Senator Shaheen’s office, who stated that the grant for the remainder of the Whitewater 
Park had passed the congressional committee and will be presented to budget committee. 

- An idea for raising money for the city was suggested, which would be charging for parking. 
- A resident read a letter from another citizen, Myla Everett, who was unable to attend and 

that is attached at the end of the minutes. 
- Councilor Blake also read an email that she received from resident, Carol Heydt, which is 

attached at the end of the minutes. 
- A resident let the council know that they should hold off on the $20M bond.  Mayor 

Brown stated that there is no intention to bring any bond to the council at this time. 
- Resident Desiree McLaughlin, Ward II, read a letter that she wrote, which is attached to 

the end of the minutes along with her supporting documents. 
- There were a few questions about how a TIF grant works.  Milner explained that it is a tool 

for economic development that is allowable under RSA (she did not know the number off 
the top of her head) that they can use and it defines a district within the city.  There are 
two TIF districts that are defined within the city.  It allows the council the tool, which they 
have to appropriate through the budget process.  For example, if a huge manufacturing 
plant comes to the TIF district that’s in the industrial park, the tax increment from that 
manufacturing plant can be held aside to do improvements in that park.  That is outside of 
regular general fund operations and then later on, that tax increment, after the 
improvements are completed, could absolutely come back into the general fund.  It is 
designed to entice people to come in and spend their money in Franklin so that we get 
future tax dollars from them.   Basically, half of the new revenue from a new business in 
the TIF district would go towards taking care of things in that park and the other half of 
the new revenue would go into the general fund.  This is tax revenue that you would not 
have seen had this economic tool not been employed. 
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- Milner also answered a question about the $100,000 going to a study for signage.  She 
added that this is for several studies; a parking study, traffic study and wayfinding signage 
study.  This is part of the Invest NH grant, which is part of the ARPA federal funds. 

 
Councilor Chandler reminded the public that whenever the city receives a federal grant, it HAS to 
be applied to that specific project grant.  It cannot fund any other projects.  These are also not 
taxpayer dollars, but federal tax payer funds. 
 
Milner read the updates from Coalition Coordinator, Stephanie Wolff, who was unable to attend 
the meeting: 
 

• September 16th-21st - Stephanie will be attending the final week of the CADCA National 

Coalition Academy.  Following this week, she will submit her products for completion and 

will be on to graduate from the program in early February.  

 

• The Academic year has officially started, and that means that the Franklin Youth Initiative 

will be starting up soon! There will be lots of fun activities planned for the year, but the 

first order of business will be celebrating Red Ribbon Week occurring Oct 22nd- 31st.  Wear 

your red ribbons during this week to show your support for substance-free living.  

 

• Franklin Fall Festival is happening on October 21st from 2pm to 5pm.  Registration is still 

open for vendors and soup entrees.  Please visit Partners in Prevention Facebook page, 

the city website or look for the flyers for the registration links. 

 

• Mark your calendars and collect your old medications from your cabinets and dispose of 

them safely!  Drug Take Back Day will be occurring Saturday October 28th from 10am-2pm 

at the Franklin CVS.  

 
Public comments closed at 6:43 p.m. 
 
City Council Acknowledgement: 
 
Councilor Webb thanked all of the candidates for stepping up to run in this year’s city election. 
 
Councilor Dzujna stated that this is a unique council as there are 4 veterans that sit on it; Mayor 
brown, Councilor Starkweather, Councilor Chandler and Councilor Desrochers.  He thanked them 
all for their service. 
 
Councilor Zink thanked the Municipal Services department during this rainy summer.  They have 
been out in every storm. 
 
Councilor Blake echoed Councilor Zink stating that they have been doing a great job. 
 
Mayor’s Update: 
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- Mayor Brown spoke about the lawsuit that was filed against the city and several officials 

by Miriam Kovacs.  She read a comment from the city in response that everyone will 

probably hear on WMUR and local newspapers:  

“Thank you, Union Leader, for the opportunity to respond.  Be aware that the city 

did act quickly in response to Ms. Kovacs’ situation with an emergency City Council 

meeting that was open to the public for all comments.  The drafting and passage of 

a city council proclamation against hate and the establishment of a volunteer anti-

hate committee to look at the entire issue, of which Ms. Kovacs was a member.  

The committee still exists.  We are also working with the DOJ to bring in a City 

Spirit program to help us build better community spirit and engagement.  

Allegations have been made, but the entire case is still under review by our city 

attorneys.  These allegations are only that.  They have not been proven to be true 

so it is prudent to wait until defendants can meet with the lawyers to determine 

the best course forward.  I believe that neither the city nor any of the individual 

defendants will be found culpable of any discriminatory behavior or action.  So, I 

would ask that we let the legal system work this through for us.” 

- September 20th will be the groundbreaking for the Veteran’s Campus. 

- The Franklin Business Group fair will be October 18th, 6pm – 8pm. 

 
Agenda Item I. 
Approval of Minutes. 
 
Council to consider the minutes of the July 24th, 2023 City Council Workshop meeting, the August 
7th, 2023 City Council meeting, the nonpublic minutes from the August 7th, 2023 City Council 
meeting and the August 21st, 2023 City Councill Workshop meeting. 
 
Motion – Councilor Ribas moved that the Franklin City Council approve the minutes of the July 
24th, 2023 City Council Workshop meeting, the August 7th, 2023 City Council meeting, the 
nonpublic minutes from the August 7th, 2023 City Council meeting and the August 21st, 2023 
City Councill Workshop meeting.  Seconded by Councilor Dzujna. 
 
Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion. 
No discussion ensued. 
 
All in favor.  Motion PASSED. 
 
Agenda Item II. 
School Board Update 
 
Superintendent LeGallo’s updates are as follows: 
 

• Adequacy Aid/Fund Balance Update:  The school district is receiving an additional 
$200,000 in adequacy aid from their budget projection and approximately $150,000 in 
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additional fund balance that was budgeted in the 23-24 budget.  He will have the final 
fund balance figures when Jefferson reconciles the year.  They are anticipating that these 
funds will be used to help address the projected budget shortfall anticipated for FY25. 
 

• Teacher Shortage:  As of the opening of school, they are short 13.5 professional positions 
in the school district.  These include 4 special education positions, 4 classroom positions at 
the middle school, 1 Guidance Counselor at the middle school, 2 math teachers at the 
high school and 2 science teachers at the high school.  They have hired 1 special education 
teacher today and anticipate hiring a middle school teacher later this week.  The impact of 
these shortages means larger class sizes at the middle school and some upper-level math 
and science classes being offered through collaboration with Lakes Region Community 
College and Winnisquam High School. 

 

• 12-Passenger Van Purchase:  They have purchased a 12-passenger van to assist them in 
transporting students throughout the district, to LRCC/Winnisquam for smaller field trips 
and potentially some of their athletic events.  They anticipate this purchase to save them 
money with the rising costs of transportation that they are seeing from those providers. 

 

• HVAC Project:  They are almost completed with the HVAC project at the elementary and 
middle school from this summer.  The system is up and running in both schools and only 
some minor finishing touches are left to complete the project. 

 

• Door Access Control and Camera Project:  The door access control and updated camera 
projects have been completed at all 3 schools.  The cameras come with a 10-year 
warranty.  The door access controls have expanded access to their entrances at all 3 
schools.  Both projects have improved security and safety at the schools. 

 

• Strategic Planning:  LeGallo invited the City Councilors to participate in their community 
input session for their strategic planning process.  The session will be held on Saturday, 
September 16th from 8:30am – 11:30am at the middle school. 

 
 
Agenda Item III. 
Council to consider Resolution 05-24 to accept and appropriate $418,000 InvestNH grant funds 
towards Stanley Mill demolition. 
 
Motion - Councilor Dzujna moved that the Franklin City Council adopt Resolution #05-24 
accepting and appropriating an InvestNH grant in the amount of $418,000 for the purpose of 
demolishing the Stanley Mill and authorizing the City Manager to execute all documents 
relating to the grant.  Seconded by Councilor Ribas. 
 
Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion on this motion. 
There was a question about whether this included the grant for the Brownfield project. 
Milner stated that they have received 3 grants for this one project: 

- In FY23 they appropriated $200,000 from DES. 
- This also includes this $418,000 InvestNH grant. 
- In addition, they recently learned that they received the big grant from EPA for $1.923M 
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All 3 are added together are expected to take care of the environmental issues at Stanley Mill. 
 
No other discussion ensued. 
 

RESOLUTION #05-24 
 

A Resolution Relating to a Supplemental Appropriation for Fiscal Year 2024. 
 
In the year of our Lord, Two Thousand Twenty-Three, 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire adopted a budget for Fiscal 
Year 2024 which began July 1, 2023, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire understands the Stanley Mill 
property is an extensive environmental clean-up project which requires the demolition of the 
mill, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire understands the City received 
federal grant funds through the New Hampshire Business and Economic Affairs InvestNH program 
in the amount of $418,000 for the purposes of demolishing the Stanley Mill, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire wishes to appropriate the 
grant for the demolition of the mill, Now, 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that at the scheduled meeting of the City Council on Tuesday, 
September 5th, 2023 at 6pm the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire does hereby 
adopt resolution #05-24 accepting the InvestNH grant, authorizing the City Manager to execute 
all grant related documents and authorizing a non-lapsing appropriation through an increase in 
FY2024 revenues:  
 
Federal Grant Brownfield Acct. No. 01-0-000-33110-413 – Four Hundred Eighteen Thousand 
dollars ($418,000) 
 
And an increase in FY2024 expenditure accounts, 
 
Nuisance Abatement Brownfield Acct No. 01-1-302-40491-413 – Four Hundred Eighteen 
Thousand dollars ($418,000), 
 
By a roll call vote. 
 
Roll Call: 
 

Councilor Blake          yes       Councilor Desrochers    yes      Councilor Starkweather     yes 

Councilor Webb         yes       Councilor Dzujna            yes      Councilor Trudel               absent 

Councilor Chandler    yes       Councilor Ribas              yes       Councilor Zink                     yes 
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All in favor.  Motion PASSED 
 
 
Agenda Item IV. 
Council to consider Resolution 06-24 to accept and appropriate $310,000 InvestNH grant funds 
towards municipal purposes. 
 
Motion - Councilor Ribas moved that the Franklin City Council adopt Resolution #06-24 
accepting and appropriating an InvestNH grant in the amount of $310,000 for the purpose of 
matching DOT Action Plan, funding development studies and the city hall project.  Seconded by 
Councilor Blake. 
 
Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion on this motion. 
 
Councilor Webb stated that he would prefer to see the $310,000 go towards all of the work that 
actually has to be done to rectify the life safety issues of the Soldiers Memorial City Hall, rather 
than $100,000 of it going towards a study ($20,000 for a match and the $80,000 for a study that 
the City Manager assures us is necessary).  The other $190,000 will cover the architectural 
services, which means it doesn’t go towards the actual work. 
 
Mayor Brown stated that the $80,000 has to be used for the specific DOT Action Plan or we lose 
the grant.  The project has already been awarded to an architect, ARCove, in the amount of 
$132,815, which is to provide the city with everything needed for the whole project, not just 
piece mailing the work.  To pull out of that while in the middle of a contract with them would not 
be right. 
 
Motion - Councilor Webb moved to accept the $310,000, with the $20,000 being used as a 
grant, but the remaining $190,000 be put into the building account and be spent on work that 
needs to be done to get our building back.  Seconded by Councilor Ribas. 
 
The council discussed this option and the majority of the council was not in favor of this 
amendment. 
 
Councilor Webb withdrew his motion to accept the resolution with an amendment to move 
$190,000 to the building account.  Councilor Ribas withdrew his second. 
 
No other discussion ensued. 
 

RESOLUTION #06-24 
 

A Resolution Relating to a Supplemental Appropriation for Fiscal Year 2024. 
 
In the year of our Lord, Two Thousand Twenty-Three, 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire adopted a budget for Fiscal 
Year 2024 which began July 1, 2023, and; 
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WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire understands the City received 
federal grant funds through the New Hampshire Business and Economic Affairs InvestNH program 
in the amount of $310,000 for municipal purposes, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire recognizes several economic 
development purposes in which the InvestNH funding would be instrumental including DOT 
Action Plan project, traffic, parking and wayfinding signage studies, and the “city hall/opera 
house” project at Soldiers Memorial Hall, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire wishes to appropriate the 
grant for these economic development purposes, Now, 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that at the scheduled meeting of the City Council on Tuesday, 
September 5th, 2023 at 6pm the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire does hereby 
adopt resolution #06-24 accepting the InvestNH grant, authorizing the City Manager to execute 
all grant related documents and authorizing a non-lapsing appropriation through an increase in 
FY2024 revenues:  
 
Federal Grant Acct. No. 01-0-000-33110-000 – Three Hundred Ten Thousand dollars ($310,000) 
 
And an increase in FY2024 expenditure accounts, 
 
Economic Development Other Professional Services Acct No. 01-6-511-40390-000 – One Hundred 
Twenty Thousand dollars ($120,000) 
Buildings Acct No. 01-9-012-40720-000 – One Hundred Ninety Thousand dollars ($190,000), 
 
By a roll call vote. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Councilor Blake          yes       Councilor Desrochers    yes      Councilor Starkweather     yes 

Councilor Webb          no       Councilor Dzujna            yes       Councilor Trudel               absent 

Councilor Chandler    yes       Councilor Ribas              yes       Councilor Zink                      no 

6 in favor; 2 opposed.  Motion PASSED 
 
 
Agenda Item V. 
Council to consider setting a public hearing on Resolution 07-24 accepting and appropriating a 
federal Department of Transportation grant for a Central Street Action Plan. 
 
Motion - Councilor Zink moved that the Franklin City Council set a public hearing date for 6:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, October 10, 2023, regarding Resolution #07-24 accepting and appropriating a 
federal grant from Dept of Transportation Safe Streets for All program in the amount of 
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$80,000 for the purpose of creating an Action Plan for Central Street and authorizing the City 
Manager to execute all documents relating to the grant.  Seconded by Councilor Dzujna. 
 
Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion on this motion. 
A small discussion ensued and Milner stated that a grant cheat sheet can be provided for better 
understanding in the future. 
 
All in favor.  Motion PASSED 
 
Mayor Brown read the resolution to the public: 
 

RESOLUTION #07-24 
 

A Resolution Relating to a Supplemental Appropriation for Fiscal Year 2024. 
 
In the year of our Lord, Two Thousand Twenty-Three, 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire adopted a budget for Fiscal 
Year 2024 which began July 1, 2023, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire understands the City received 
federal grant funds through the Department of Transportation Safe Streets for All program in the 
amount of $80,000 for the development of an action plan for Central Street, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire recognizes the need to 
improve safety of the Central Street corridor for all users, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire wishes to accept and 
appropriate the Safe Street for All grant for the action plan, Now, 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that at the scheduled meeting of the City Council on Tuesday, 
October 10, 2023 at 6pm the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire does hereby 
adopt resolution #07-24 accepting the Safe Streets for All grant through the federal Department 
of Transportation in the amount of $80,000, authorizing the City Manager to execute all grant 
related documents and authorizing a non-lapsing appropriation through an increase in FY2024 
revenues:  
 
Federal Grant Acct. No. 01-0-000-33110-000 – Eighty Thousand dollars ($80,000) 
 
And an increase in FY2024 expenditure accounts, 
 
Economic Development Other Professional Services Acct No. 01-6-511-40390-000 – Eighty 
Thousand dollars ($80,000) 
 
 
Agenda Item VI. 
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Council to consider setting a public hearing on Resolution 08-24 accepting and appropriating a 
federal Department of Safety grant for Franklin PD Highway Safety. 
 
Motion - Councilor Blake moved that the Franklin City Council set a public hearing for Tuesday, 
October 10, 2023 at 6:00 pm, regarding Resolution #08-24, to accept and appropriate grant 
funds in the amount of $6,600 from the Office of Highway Safety for the Franklin Police 
Department.  Seconded by Councilor Webb. 
 
Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion on this motion. 
Milner explained the programs (NH Click and You Drive, You Text, You Pay) to the council. 
 
All in favor.  Motion PASSED 
 
Milner read the resolution to the public: 
 

RESOLUTION #08-24 
 

A Resolution Relating to a Supplemental Appropriation for Fiscal Year 2024. 
 
In the year of our Lord, Two Thousand Twenty-Three, 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire adopted a budget for Fiscal 
Year 2024 which began July 1, 2023, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire understands the City received 
federal grant funds through the New Hampshire Department of Safety, Office of Highway Safety 
in the amount of $6,600 for highway safety directed patrols, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire wishes to conduct these 
directed patrols which included speed, DUI, seatbelt and distracted driving enforcement for the 
safety of Franklin residents, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire recognizes the required match 
of $1,650 is appropriated in the FY2024 police department budget, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire wishes to accept and 
appropriate the Highway Safety grant for directed patrols, Now, 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that at the scheduled meeting of the City Council on Tuesday, 
October 10, 2023 at 6pm the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire does hereby 
adopt resolution #08-24 accepting the Office of Highway Safety grant through the New 
Hampshire Department of Safety in the amount of $6,600, authorizing the City Manager to 
execute all grant related documents and authorizing a non-lapsing appropriation through an 
increase in FY2024 revenues:  
 
Federal Grant - Police Acct. No. 01-2-103-33111-000 – Six Thousand Six Hundred dollars ($6,600) 
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And an increase in FY2024 expenditure account, 
 
Patrol Overtime Acct No. 01-2-103-40140-000 – Six Thousand Six Hundred dollars ($6,600) 
 
 
Agenda Item VII. 
Council to consider 2023 Fall disposition list of city property. 
 
Motion - Councilor Dzujna moved that the Franklin City Council authorize the Municipal 
Services Director to sell, for the best possible price, vehicles and equipment as itemized on the 
proposed “Fall 2023, Municipal Services Department, Surplus Equipment Disposition List.  
Seconded by Councilor Ribas. 
 
Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion on this motion. 
 
There was a discussion on deciding what to do with the revenues if they don’t come out to what 
is estimated, which can happen.  The council can appropriate the funds as they come in, if they 
would like. 
 
All in favor.  Motion PASSED 
 
 
Agenda Item VIII. 
Council to consider supporting the City Spirit Program with Department of Justice. 
 
Mayor Brown went over the details of the City Spirit program.  
She stated that they did have a meeting with Darryck Dean from DOJ, who came from the Boston 
office.  This is something that she would really like to pursue.  It will take a commitment of a small 
core group of individuals from all of the sectors of society.  This is not a group that will be run by 
the city council, mayor or the city manager, but the community that will help run this program. 
 
The DOJ will lead the initiative to a point where the Spirit Council will then be self-sustaining.  Mr. 
Dean will help with training throughout this program. 
She stated that they need council support of this initiative to begin the process.  
 
Motion - Councilor Ribas moved that the Franklin City Council move forward with this program.  
Seconded by Councilor Chandler. 
 
All in favor.  Motion PASSED 
 
 
Agenda Item IX. 
Council to consider setting a public hearing for Trestle Bridge decision. 
 
Motion - Councilor Ribas moved that the Franklin City Council set a public hearing date for 6:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, October 10th, 2023, regarding the Trestle Bridge options.  Seconded by 
Councilor Blake. 
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Mayor Brown stated that the numbers for the different options have been updated and were 
available for the public.  The handout of this is attached to the end of the minutes. 
 
Milner stated that based on the last request her and P&Z Director Creighton had a meeting with 
DOT and the higher up told them that regardless of the option, DOT will pay the 80% of the 
project.  DOT just needs the city to say that they can commit to the 20% match.  This is GREAT 
news. 
 
DOT needs the city to choose an option and commit to reasonably spend 20% of the chosen 
project.  Once that is decided on, they will fund the 80% difference and put that in writing. 
 
City funding would then need to be discussed afterwards. 
 
All in favor.  Motion PASSED 
 
 
Agenda Item X. 
 
Other Business: 
 

1. Committee Reports 
 

Councilor Webb stated that he is still in the process of putting together a Legislative 
Committee meeting for this month. 

 
2. City Manager’s Update 

 

• The City Clerk’s office will be closed Tuesday, October 3rd, for elections. 
 

• Contingent Grant Line Activity – $731.20 for the sex offender compliance grant 
 

• Trust fund for school funding – $272.55 
 

• Congratulations: Sergeant Guerrero, Sergeant Francis, and Detective Sergeant Matthews 
for completing advanced SWAT training.  Also, in fire, Sean Breen has completed his AEMT 
training and Nathan Ecker is attending the fire academy. 
 

• Committee Meetings – September: 
o Joint Finance – 9/19 @ 6:15pm at the BRCC 
o Parks & Rec – 9/28 @ 9am at the BRCC 
o Police – 9/21 @ 12pm at the Police Dept 
o Legislative – TBD 
o Municipal Finance - TBD 
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• Shout out – Alan Larter and Jim Aberg from FBIDC for the Industrial Relic Art Walk.  You 
will start to see these relics in a few key places. 
 

• Ward 2 October 2023 Election will be held at City Hall.  It is no longer a place of assembly, 
however, in following the business rules they can use the first floor for the elections.  
There will be a fire watch to make sure that everyone is safe and to make sure there is no 
more than 99 people in the building at one time. 
The city council will be considering an alternative location for the presidential primary, 
which tends to be more attended.   
 

• CDL Driving Course Update – A trial run had been done here in Franklin.  There are a few 
bugs to work out from that trial so they are going to run a second trial run before this is 
brought to the council as an MOU for the program to continue in Franklin. 
 

• Media contacts – All media contacts 
 

• City letter to Representatives and Senator – State mandated voting machines – The town 
of Gilford has taken lead in writing their letter and the Lakes Region group has urged all 
cities and towns to write a similar letter.  The letter would state that the city feels very 
strongly that the purchase of new voting machines come from state or federal funds or 
come up with alternative funding for these, instead of raising taxes to be able to pay for 
these mandated voting machines. 

 
Milner wanted to ask the council if this was something that they would like to entertain 
mailing out as well.  Councilor Zink suggested it gets written to the Secretary of State 
instead since she currently has $12.9M of Help America Vote funds available.  These 
machines run for $6,000 per polling location.   
 
The decision was to write a letter to the Secretary of State’s office and copy the State 
Representatives, Senator and the federal delegation. 
 

• Stanley Mill update – The EPA grant agreement has still not been received.  Milner 
believes they usually come in November sometime and they are waiting for the $1.923M 
grant. 
 

• City Hall Update – Still working through the contract language.  Looks to be in a good place 
to send to Attorney Fitzgerald to approve.  Work has been started with funding that had 
already been appropriated.  A 3D laser has been done of the entire building. 
 

• Economic Development Workshop – This has been cancelled at this point for the talked 
about 9/20 date, in lieu of the Candidate’s Forum on 9/25.  However, she wanted to let 
the council know of something that just passed and the Governor did just put into effect.  
It is a change to the Right to Know policy, specifically the unsealing of nonpublic 
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documents.  A few years ago we started adding the review of sealed nonpublic minutes 
from the last year in January’s meeting, before the inaugural. There was a question of 
what to do with sealed documents from the past and the legislation that passed this year 
said that anything that is 10 years back from 60 days of the passing and that 60-day mark 
is October 3rd.  So, anything 10 years and back would automatically be opened, unless 
there is a policy in place.  This should be a council discussion on what they’d like to put in 
policy so she asked then council if they’d like to set aside the 9/20 date to do a workshop 
on a Right to know policy instead.    

 
The council had no objection to this workshop scheduled for September 20th at 6pm at the 
Elks Lodge. 

 

• 2 Grants Submitted – For Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF).  Both grants are for 
Mill City Park, one for the land portion (includes mountain bike/pump track) and the other 
for the water portion/second feature.  These grants are up to $500,000.  
 

• We are in year 13 of a grant funded program through Franklin Partners in Prevention, 
which started off as the Mayor’s Drug Taskforce.  The Project Coordinator, Stephanie 
Wolff, has been moving the program to a different fiscal agent, who may have other 
programs that are similar and not so diverse as the city.  Wolff has met with Archways 
Partners for public health, which is our regional network for health and Healthfirst.  The 
good part about this is we would have all of the great stuff for Franklin Partners in 
Prevention, but wouldn’t have to do the grant administration.  She wouldn’t have to do a 
budget and would be able to concentrate on actual prevention in our youth.  

 

• Merrimack County – Holding a 200th year celebration on Saturday, 9/30, from 11am – 
3pm.  This is a free family fun event with food, music and raffles.  It is at the campus in 
Boscawen.  
 

• Broadband Study Update - $7,500 of ARPA funds had been put towards this study.  This 
has shown that, while most of the community is being served, the quality of broadband is 
not there.  The committee is going to be sending out a speed test, done by UNHT 
program.  This link will be sent out on News & Announcements so hopefully residents who 
have Breezeline will be completing this speed test and sending us the results. 
 

• Change in council follow up procedure – Instead of following up monthly, Milner has 
started to do a Friday update, following up on information from previous meetings or that 
have been asked during the week.  She just wanted to check in with the council to see if 
that’s working better for them.  All agreed that this has been more helpful. 
 

• The next City Council meeting is on Tuesday, October 10th at 6pm at the Franklin High 
School Cafeteria.  This will include the canvass of the votes as an agenda item.   
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• Dog forfeitures – We started with 1,700 dogs at the beginning of this process and we’re 
down to 163 on the list now.  Milner gave a huge shoutout to the Clerk’s office for their 
efforts to clean up this list. 
 

• Small change in Youth Government this year – Milner has been working with Kevin 
DeLange from the school district, who was looking to make it a little more robust.  There is 
a hands-on block every other day at the high school and one of the blocks is going to be 
youth government or civics.  So, they will have a whole quarter of youth government.  
Milner would be involved as well as some councilors who can volunteer to come in and 
talk occasionally.  To be able to get their credits for the class they will be required to 
attend the mock city council at the end of the quarter.  For this first class, please hold 
aside November 2nd for a mock city council meeting. 
 

• Non-Public Needed: 
 
 
Milner stated that they were ready to enter into a nonpublic session. 
 
Motion – Councilor Ribas moved that the Franklin City Council enter into nonpublic according 
to RSA 91-A:3, II(d) Consideration of the acquisition, sale or lease of real or personal property 
which, if discussed in public, would likely benefit a party or parties whose interests are adverse 
to those of the general community and RSA 91-A:3, II (l) Consideration of legal advice provided 
by legal counsel, either in writing or orally, to one or more members of the public body, even 
where legal counsel is not present.  Seconded by Councilor Chandler. 
 
By a roll call vote. 
 
Roll Call: 

Councilor Blake          yes        Councilor Desrochers       yes        Councilor Starkweather     yes 

Councilor Webb         yes        Councilor Dzujna               yes        Councilor Trudel               absent 

Councilor Chandler    yes        Councilor Ribas                 yes         Councilor Zink                     yes 

All in favor.  Motion PASSED  
 
Entered into nonpublic at 8:32 p.m. 

Motion – Councilor Ribas moved to leave nonpublic session and return to public session. 

Seconded by Councilor Starkweather.  

All in favor.  Motion PASSED 
 
Public Session reconvened at 9:18 p.m. 
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Motion — Councilor Ribas moved to seal the minutes. Seconded by Councilor Blake. 

By a roll call vote. 
 
Roll Call: 

Councilor Blake          yes       Councilor Desrochers       yes     Councilor Starkweather     yes 

Councilor Webb         yes       Councilor Dzujna               yes      Councilor Trudel              absent 

Councilor Chandler    yes       Councilor Ribas                 yes      Councilor Zink                      yes 

All in favor.  Motion PASSED 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

 
Motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Zink and seconded by Councilor Chandler.  
All in favor.  Motion PASSED. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:19 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Lisa A. Jones 
Executive Secretary 
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