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City Council Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, September 6, 2022 - 6:00 p.m. 

Council Chambers, City Hall 
 
 

Council in attendance: Mayor Jo Brown, Councilor Jay Chandler, Councilor Bob Desrochers, 

Councilor George Dzujna, Councilor Vincent Ribas, Councilor April Bunker, Councilor Valerie Blake, 

Councilor Paul Trudel, Councilor Ted Starkweather and Councilor Olivia Zink  

 

Absent: None 

 
Others in attendance: City Manager Judie Milner, City Department Heads, and members of the 
public. 
 
Mayor Brown called the meeting to order in Council Chambers at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Salute to the Flag was led by Councilor Dzujna, followed by a moment of silence in remembrance 

of all of our veterans after the Labor Day weekend, led by Councilor Desrochers. 

Public Hearing: 

 
Resolution #02-23, condemning intolerance and hate.   
 
Mayor Brown started off by reading a letter from the United States Attorney’s Office District of 
NH, which is included at the end of these minutes.   
Councilor Ribas then read Resolution #02-23 in its entirety.  
 
The public hearing opened at 6:16 p.m. 
 
Mayor Brown welcomed Franklin residents to speak on behalf of this resolution. 
 
There were many citizens that spoke in support for the resolution and were glad that this was 
addressed by the council.  There was some discussion about trying to legislate the condemnation 
of intolerance and hate since it is not possible to change people.  A few residents were worried 
about singling out other dangerous hate groups, however, everyone seemed to agree that 
Franklin should be a welcoming community that is against attacks that are based on differences.  
 
The public hearing on Resolution #02-23 closed at 6:54 p.m. 
 
Councilor Ribas also read the below letter and email from two different residents that were 
unable to attend the meeting. 
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Email: 
From: Contact form at Franklin NH <cmsmailer@civicplus.com>  

Sent: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 9:47 AM 

To: Lisa Jones <ljones@franklinnh.org> 

Subject: [Franklin NH] Public hearing re Resolution #02-23 (Sent by Ruth F Niven, ruthniven@hotmail.com) 

Hello Ljones, 

For health reasons, I can't attend the Franklin City Council meeting tonight, September 6, 2022. I hope it's 
not too late to include my support for Resolution #02-23, declaring that Franklin is opposed to intolerance, 
hate and racial/religious supremacist activity.  

Thank you,  

Ruth F Niven 
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Legislative Update: 

Mayor Brown stated that there were no legislative updates.  
 
Comments from the Public: 
 
Mayor Brown asked if there were any other generic public comments. 

 

Resident Leigh Webb, Ward III, stated that he is hoping that there will be some clarification on 
some items on the trash ordinance if it is to be taken off of the table in this meeting.  He also 
mentioned that he would like to hear more discussions on recycling.   

Webb also commented on the property at 599-601 S. Main Street, as there seems to be an 
offer on the table.  If the man purchasing the property reaches out to him, he knows who 
originally built that barn in 1869 and also has a diary with dated entries from the whole 
construction of the barn that he can show him. 

Lastly, Webb confirmed that when the city takes over a deeded property, the city is just trying 
to recover the amount of the overdue taxes. 

 

Resident Janet Desrochers, Ward II, stated that she was looking for an update on the sign issue 
where there was a heart placed over it.  She wanted to know if there was a plan to replace the 
signs in the city.  City Manager Milner stated that the heart sign is not something that the city 
sanctioned so that is scheduled to come down tomorrow.  The Economic Development Group 
has been working on a plan for the other city signs that are in very poor condition.   

 

Mayor Brown thanked everyone for speaking about the resolution and handling it so well and 
with professionalism.  

 

City Council Acknowledgement: 

Mayor Brown asked if there were any City Council acknowledgements. 

 

Councilor Dzujna wanted to recognize the 3 clerks that work at City Hall, as they are the face of 
the city and they are very accommodating and helpful. 

 

Councilor Zink also recognized the clerks for getting everything ready for the election and 
working with the ballot clerks and supervisors. 

 

Proclamation to Make Franklin a Purple Heart Community: 

 

Mayor Brown read the below proclamation out loud: 

 

A Mayoral Proclamation in Honor of  
Making Franklin A Purple Heart Community 
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WHEREAS, the people of the City of Franklin have great admiration and the utmost gratitude for all 
the citizens of our community who have selflessly served in the Armed Forces, which has been vital 
in maintaining the freedom and the way of life enjoyed by our citizens; AND 
 
WHEREAS, citizens of our community who have been wounded or killed in action while serving in 
the Armed Forces and have been posthumously awarded the Purple Heart for their ultimate 
sacrifices; AND 
 
WHEREAS, the Purple Heart is the oldest American military decoration and was created as The 

Badge of Military Merit, made of purple cloth in the shape of a heart with the word “Merit” 
sewn upon it, on August 7, 1782 in Newburgh, New York by General George Washington; 
AND  

 
WHEREAS, the heritage it represents is sacred to those who know the price paid to wear the Purple 
Heart; AND  
 
WHEREAS, August 7th is nationally recognized as Purple Heart Day; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Jo Brown, Mayor of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire, 
will recognize August 7th, annually, as Purple Heart Day, and urge the people and organizations of 
Franklin to display the American Flag as well as other public expressions of recognition of our Purple 
Heart recipients.   
 
PROCLAIMED this 6th day of September 2022 by the Mayor of Franklin. 

 
Given by my hand with the authority of the People of Franklin and under the Great Seal of Their City in the 
year of Our Lord two thousand and twenty-two, and the Independence of the United States, two hundred 
and forty-six. 

 

Mayor Brown thanked Councilor Desrochers for the purchasing the signage for the City of 
Franklin.   
 
Mayor’s Update: 
Mayor Brown stated that she had a few updates: 

- She thanked the former Drug Task Force Coordinator, Kandyce Tucker, for a wonderful 
National Night Out event.  It was very well attended. 

- Brown stated that she was able to speak at a Webster Lake Association annual meeting this 
past August and let them know what was going on downtown, using the Economic 
Development briefing that the council heard back in January. 

- She also spoke with the Superintendent and the High School Principal about some possible 
funding opportunities for the school. 

- The 200th year anniversary of the Congregational Church was a great event.  It was well 
organized and they had a lot of support.  She congratulated everyone from that community. 

- The City Manager and her met with Lilly Johnson from the high school honor society about 
recycling.  She has some great ideas and options and will be meeting with MSD Director 
Hanscom to discuss more. 
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- Last Friday Governor Sununu was in Franklin and had the opportunity to meet with her, Eric 
Chimburg, Marty Parichand and City Manager Milner to talk about not only what has been 
done so far at Mill City Park, but also some other potential resources that have recently 
become available to Merrimack County.   

 
Agenda Item I. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
 
Council to consider the minutes of the June 27, 2022 City Council Special Meeting, the August 1, 
2022 City Council Meeting, and the non-public minutes from the August 1, 2022 City Council 
Meeting. 

 
Motion - Councilor Dzujna moved that the Franklin City Council approve the minutes of the 
June 27, 2022 City Council Special Meeting, the August 1, 2022 City Council Meeting, and the 
non-public minutes from the August 1, 2022 City Council Meeting.  Seconded by Councilor 
Bunker. 
 
Councilor Ribas stated that he sent a few corrections to Executive Secretary Jones for revisions. 
 

All in favor; motion passes. 
 
Agenda Item II. 
 
School Board Update: 
 
Superintendent Dan LeGallo gave a school board update: 
 

- LeGallo wanted to start by recognizing Councilor Desrochers and his wife, Janet, for 
donating school supplies and Mayor Brown and Chief Goldstein for coming on Thursday 
for the opening day for all of the staff members.   

- He introduced the 3 new Principals and this was the first day of school for them as well. 
o High School Principal, David Levesque 
o Middle School Principal, Virginia Everett 
o Paul Smith Elementary School Principal, Robert LaRoche 

Each principal introduced themselves to the council and expressed their excitement to be 
a part of the Franklin SAU. 

- Business Administrator Braman gave the council some new information from the 
Department of Education.  They received their final adequacy aid grant for this year based 
on the end of year enrollment numbers.  The total amount of aid ended up coming out to 
$8,630,249.  This is good news since it comes out to be more than expected by about 
$360,164. 

- Braman stated that during a cleanup of reconciliation they found an extra $431,870 from 
what was originally budgeted.  This is due primarily to the special education costs being 
less than originally contracted.   

- Braman also mentioned that district received an additional $165,000 from the Barr 
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foundation.   
- LeGallo gave a hiring update: 

o There is a paraprofessional shortage.  They raised wages and added benefits and 
were able to hire 12 new paraprofessionals so this worked out very well. 

o For the Makerspace collaboration there are short-term and long-term goals that 
they are continuing to try and integrate into the school. 

o The school board and the custodial union have agreed on a two-year contract, 
which would go to FY25.  There will be a CAR coming in October asking to set a 
public hearing with the details on the custodial contract. 

- LeGallo invited Jule Finley to provide some information that she had on the downtown 
crosswalk art project after all of the comments at the last few meetings. 

o Finley passed out a packet to the Mayor, Council and the City Manager, which is 
included at the end of these minutes.  She stated that she is aware of the fact that 
art can be seen differently by people and she wanted to clarify the timeline of the 
crosswalks that were entirely designed by the students.  None of the students or 
staff had painted a crosswalk before, so there was a learning curve to mixing the 
paint colors to get what they wanted.  This was a city driven project and there was 
no ulterior motive whatsoever. 

- LeGallo stated that Councilor Trudel had four questions at the last city council meeting 
that he was able to provide answers for: 

o How many students are using pronouns?  LeGallo stated that he has no idea as 
they do not promote pronouns or track this kind of information. 

o How many parents know that their children are using pronouns?  This is not 
something that the staff could ask parents.  The 12 students that are members of 
the diversity club did get permission slips from their parents so that would be the 
only information he has on that subject. 

o Are the parents of K-9th grade students aware of these clubs?  LeGallo looked into 
this and they had decided to list all of the clubs in the student handbooks with a 
description of each club for parents and students to review. 

o Why are these clubs not listed on the website?  These clubs are in the handbook, 
which are posted on the school website. 

o Councilor Trudel added one more question, asking how many of the Franklin 
schools have these diversity clubs and LeGallo answered that the clubs are only in 
the middle and high school. 

 
Mayor Brown called for a 10-minute break at 7:46 pm. 
The meeting reconvened at 7:59 pm. 
 
Agenda Item III.   
 
Council to consider Resolution #02-23 Condemning Intolerance & Hate: 
 
Motion – Councilor Bunker moved that the Franklin City Council adopt resolution 02-23, stating 
that the City of Franklin does not condone any form of hate speech and condemns those who 
use such speech or attacks anyone via any means based on their race, creed, color, gender, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or national origin.  Seconded by Councilor Zink. 
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Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion on this. 
 
There was a discussion about being able to condemn hate and intolerance through legislation.  A 
few councilors mentioned that they don’t think that they have the authority to pass a resolution 
on this matter.  There were also other councilors that felt this was a necessary step to show that 
they are in support of this and hope that the citizen task force will aid in more ideas to keep hate 
and intolerance out of the City of Franklin.  
 
Councilor Zink pointed out that the year was typed incorrectly on the resolution and should be 
changed from ‘September 6, 2023’ to ‘September 6, 2022’. 
 

RESOLUTION #02-23 
 

A Resolution Condemning Intolerance and Hate. 
 
In the year of our Lord, Two Thousand Twenty-Two, 
 
WHEREAS, there has been a significant rise in intolerance in our nation over the last several years, 
and 
  
WHEREAS, such intolerance has led to attacks on citizens, physical, emotional and virtual, 
including Franklin residents and business owners, simply because of their race, creed, color, 
gender, sexual orientation, gender identity or national origin, and  
  
WHEREAS, the Declaration of Independence affirms that we all are equal and endowed with 
“certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness,” and 
  
WHEREAS, the New Hampshire Constitution reaffirms this, stating “Equality of rights under the 
law shall not be denied or abridged by this state on account of race, creed, color, sex or national 
origin,” and 
  
WHEREAS, at a special City Council meeting held on August 8, 2022 to address this issue, where 
there was unanimous public outcry against such attacks, 
   
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that at the scheduled meeting of the City Council on Tuesday, 
September 6, 2022, the City Council of the City of Franklin, New Hampshire does hereby adopt 
resolution #02-23 stating that 
 
The City of Franklin does not condone any form of hate speech and condemns those who use 
such speech or attacks anyone via any means based on their race, creed, color, gender, sexual 
orientation, gender identity or national origin, and 
  
In particular, the City condemns white supremacists who have attacked our citizens based on an 
ideology that is in opposition to our country’s and our state’s founding documents, and 
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The City encourages all elected officials, but especially our governor and our federal delegation to 
condemn such attacks, and 
 
The City recommends the formation of a citizen task force, to include residents, business owners, 
and city officials, to address this intolerable action. 
 
An Increase in Revenue: 
 
None. 
 
An Increase in Expenditures: 
 
None. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

 

Councilor Starkweather yes Councilor Dzujna  yes Councilor Ribas           yes 

Councilor Blake  yes Councilor Bunker  yes Councilor Trudel   abstained 

Councilor Desrochers        abstained Councilor Chandler     abstained Councilor Zink             yes 

 

6 in favor: 3 abstained; motion passes. 
 

Agenda Item IV.   
 
City Council to consider setting a public hearing to accept scholarship money from the Women’s 
Club in Franklin: 
 
Motion – Councilor Zink moved that the Franklin City Council set a public hearing for Tuesday, 

October 11, 2022, at 6:00pm regarding resolution 04-23 to accept approximately $12,646.07 

from Franklin Women’s Club for the purpose of setting up an expendable scholarship fund with 

the City’s Trustees of Trust Funds called “Franklin Women’s Club Scholarship”.  Seconded by 

Councilor Ribas. 

Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion on this motion. 
There was no discussion. 

All in favor; motion passes. 
 
 

Agenda Item V.   
 
City Council to consider setting a public hearing on Resolution #03-23 regarding one time bridge 
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aid from the State of NH: 
 
 
Motion – Councilor Trudel moved that the Franklin City Council set a public hearing for 
Tuesday, October 11, 2022, at 6:00pm regarding resolution #03-23, appropriating $600,986 in 
one-time additional Highway Block funds from the State of New Hampshire.  Seconded by 
Councilor Blake. 
 
Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion on this motion. 
Milner clarified that this is one-time bridge aid money for the bulk of it, which is $425,445 of the 
$600,986.  It can be used later to match a state fund bridge aid grant that the city may apply for.  
The recommendation is to put it into the capital reserve fund for bridges and save it for that 
match. 
 

All in favor; motion passes. 
 

Agenda Item VI.   
 
Council to consider offer for sale of 599 South Main Street: 
 
Motion – Councilor Dzujna moved that the Franklin City Council authorizes the sale of 599-601 
South Main Street to Ryan Dillon for $60,000.  Seconded by Councilor Starkweather. 
 
Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion on this motion. 
 
There was a discussion about why the property was not being put up for public auction to possibly make 

more money on it.  Milner explained that there has not been any other offers and it is a Brownfields 

property so this is the best offer received. 

All in favor; motion passes. 
 
Agenda Item VII.  
 
Council to consider taking properties via tax deed: 
 
Motion - Councilor Ribas moved that the Franklin City Council accept the tax deeds on the 
following parcels: Map/Lot: 112-015-000 (Building/Land), Map/Lot: 078-006-002 (Building 
Only), Map/Lot: 135-115-000 (Building/Land), Map/Lot: 118-024-000 (Land Only), Map/Lot: 
128-066-000 (Building/Land), Map/Lot: 116-026-000 (Building/Land), Map/Lot: 117-005-000 
(Land Only), and Map/Lot: 096-412-018 (Building Only).  Seconded by Councilor Bunker. 
 
Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion on this motion. 
There was no discussion. 

Roll Call Vote: 
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Councilor Starkweather yes Councilor Dzujna  yes Councilor Ribas           yes 

Councilor Blake                      yes                Councilor Bunker            yes               Councilor Trudel         yes 

Councilor Desrochers            yes Councilor Chandler         yes Councilor Zink             yes 

 

All in favor; motion passes. 
 
 
Agenda Item VIII.  
 
Other Business: 
 

1. Mayor & Council Appointments 
 
Mayor Brown re-appointed Kenneth Duguay to the Trustees of the Trust Funds, seat TT2, term of 
service to September 2025. 
 
Mayor Brown appointed Elizabeth Cote to the Conservation Commission, seat CC1, term of 
service to September 2024. 
 
Motion – Councilor Dzujna moved that the Franklin City Council appoint Laurie Cass to the 
Supervisors of the Checklist, Ward II, to fill in for seat SCW22, term of service to October 5, 
2022 and appoint Tina Nelson to the Supervisors of the Checklist, Ward II, to fill in for seat 
SCW23, term of service to October 5, 2022.  Seconded by Councilor Ribas. 
 

All in favor; motion passes. 
 

2. Committee Reports 
 
Councilor Dzujna stated that at the last MSD Committee meeting on August 24, 2022, they 
talked about the many positions that are still not filled and a big part of that is the fact that MSD 
employees are grossly underpaid. 
He also mentioned that they were not able to talk about Ordinance 03-23, since it had been 
tabled.  He did have all of the typos revised instead and would like to take this ordinance off of 
the table, since there is going to be a public forum on this subject on September 19, 2022 at the 
Elks Lodge.   
 
Motion – Councilor Blake moved that the Franklin City Council take Ordinance 03-23 off of the 
table.  Seconded by Councilor Ribas. 
 

8 in favor: 1 opposed; motion passes. 
 

Motion – Councilor Blake moved that the Franklin City Council set a public hearing for 
Ordinance 03-23.  Seconded by Councilor Ribas. 
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All opposed; motion fails. 
 

Motion – Councilor Blake moved that the Franklin City Council refer Ordinance 03-23 back to 
the MSD Committee for discussion.  Seconded by Councilor Ribas. 
 

All in favor; motion passes. 
 

3. City Manager’s Update:  
 

a. Contingent Grant Line Activity – Received $1,515.84 from Sex Offender Compliance, $75 
from a Rec Scholarship Donation, $300 from the Lion’s Club for police K-9’s, $250 from FSB 
National Night Out. 

 
b. Trust fund for school funding – $265.61 

 
c. Congratulations:  Police Chief Goldstein, who received the Fisher Cat’s 1st Responder 

Award and threw the 1st pitch of the game on August 22nd.   
 

d. Welcome Aboard:  Michael Provencher, Nicholas Santy and Bryant Carbone to the Fire 
Department. 
 

e. Reminder – City Council Meeting Dates for October & November are Tuesday, 10/11 and 
Monday, 11/14. 

 
f. Committee meetings – September: 

o Parks & Rec – September 22nd at 10am at the Bessie Rowell 
o Police – September 15th at noon at the Police Department 
o Finance – October 3rd at 5:30pm in the Blue Conference Room 
o CIP – September 21st at 5:30pm in the Blue Conference Room 

 
g. Shout out – To the hiring committee, Christine Dzujna, Jamie Bryant, Police Chief 

Goldstein, Kandyce Tucker and Pat Tucker for helping with the hiring of a new Drug Task 
Force Project Director.  Stephanie Wolff has been offered the position and she is 
tentatively scheduled to start on October 3rd. 
 

h. City Clerk’s Office will be closed on 9/13, 10/4 & 11/8 due to elections. 
 

i. Ward Line Change Ballot Question – This has been approved by State agencies for the 
ballot and there will be educational material left in City Hall and the Library. 
 

j. Purple Heart Community Signage – Looking to have 5 signs purchased to be placed coming 
in and out of North and South Main Street, both sides of Central St. and Rte 127, as long as 
there is no objection.  There was no objection and Milner thanked Councilor Desrochers 
again for purchasing these signs. 
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k. Community Forum on Solid Waste – 9/19/22 at the Lodge of Elks at 6pm.  This will be an 
informational discussion on what’s to come. 
 

l. Communications Center Project Update – They are still waiting on equipment but 
everything else is moving along and almost complete. 
  

m. Broadband Committee Update – There was a meeting held on this.  Some of the ARPA 
money was used for the study on this to be able to link broadband to all citizens in 
Franklin.  There is a company coming in to map everything out in October.  There should 
be a public hearing on the final map and data sometime in the month of December.   The 
final presentation after applying the set priorities will be sometime in the month of 
February.  The funding for this project will be from grant money and not the City of 
Franklin. 

 
n. City Hall Committee Update – This committee was formed and will be meeting 

aggressively biweekly so that they can come up with solutions by the January 25th 
deadline.  There will be some public forums expected in either October or November to 
discuss this further. 

 
o. Media contacts – NH Magazine, Concord Monitor, and Daily Sun 

 
p. The Fire Department is short staffed right now and experiencing some burnout so they 

have decreased the day shifts to have 3 people instead of 4 people per shift.  This may 
cause some longer lead times. 

 
q. Eversource Project – A111 Corridor project is complete. 

 
r. ARPA Fund Update – They are applying for the DOT grant and also applying for a targeted 

Brownfields grant to clean up contaminated properties.  InvestNH is another grant that 
they are applying for as well, which they can use for demolition of Stanley Mill. 
 

s. Shout Out for National Night Out – There was over 1,000 people at that event and were all 
having a good time.  She thanked everyone that participated in that event. 
 

t. Last Friday there was a surprise visit from Governor Sununu.  His people called Marty from 
ONE and said that the Governor wanted to come see the White Water Park and also 
wanted to take a look at the Chinburg project.  It was a very productive visit, as they 
discussed some other avenues for funding the White Water Park. 
 

u. NHMA delegate for voting – The legislative policies that were sent out to the council in 
July didn’t have any changes to them.  That voting happens on September 23rd at 9am and 
we will need to vote for a delegate to vote on our behalf.  Milner’s recommendation is 
that they vote for the Mayor as a delegate to vote on our behalf for NHMA.  That needs to 
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be done at this meeting.  Milner stated that without any objections the Mayor will be our 
delegate.  There was no objection. 

 
v. Late Item – There is one late item for this meeting. 

 
4. Late Items: 

 
Mayor Brown stated that this had been put in front of the Planning Board and needs approval 
from the City Council.  
 
Motion – Councilor Trudel moved that the Franklin City Council approve the issuance of a 
Building Permit and year-round Certificate of Occupancy for 41 Riverview Dr., Map-Lot 115-024, 
and authorize the City Manager to execute the Agreement and Notice of Release from 
Municipal Responsibility and Liability between the City of Franklin and the owners.  Said fully 
executed agreement is to be recorded at the Merrimack County Registry of Deed; the recording 
and recording fees are the responsibility of the applicant.  Recording must be complete before 
permits can be issued.  Seconded by Councilor Ribas. 
 
Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion. 
 
P&Z Director Creighton approached the council to let them know that the motion had the wrong 
address listed.  It should read “14 Dotties Lane, Map-Lot 115-093-000” like it is written in the 
subject line.  This was a copy and paste error.   
 
Amended Motion – Councilor Trudel moved that the Franklin City Council approve the issuance 
of a Building Permit and year-round Certificate of Occupancy for 14 Dotties Lane., Map-Lot 115-
093-000, and authorize the City Manager to execute the Agreement and Notice of Release from 
Municipal Responsibility and Liability between the City of Franklin and the owners.  Said fully 
executed agreement is to be recorded at the Merrimack County Registry of Deed; the recording 
and recording fees are the responsibility of the applicant.  Recording must be complete before 
permits can be issued.  Seconded by Councilor Ribas. 
 
There was a discussion about what this means for the property if there are any issues with the 
unmaintained private road.  The city would not be liable.  The owner originally removed a 1960 
mobile home and started rebuilding a new home without permits.  P&Z went out and the work 
had to be stopped until they pulled the appropriate permits.  It is at a point now that they are 
ready to resume construction and will need to know if this request will be approved. 
 

All in favor; motion passes. 
 
 
Motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Bunker and seconded by Councilor Ribas.  
 

All in favor; motion passes. 
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The meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Lisa Jones 
Executive Secretary 
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