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City Council Meeting Minutes 
Monday, June 11, 2022 - 6:00 p.m. 

Council Chambers, City Hall 
 
 

Council in attendance: Mayor Jo Brown, Councilor Jay Chandler, Councilor Bob Desrochers, 

Councilor George Dzujna, Councilor Vincent Ribas, Councilor April Bunker, Councilor Valerie Blake, 

Councilor Paul Trudel, Councilor Olivia Zink and Councilor Ted Starkweather 

 

Absent: None 

 
Others in attendance: City Manager Judie Milner, City Department Heads, and members of the 
public. 
 
Mayor Brown called the meeting to order in Council Chambers at 6:02 p.m. 
 
Salute to the Flag was led by Councilor Dzujna, followed by a moment of silence for all veterans 

that suffer from PTSD or have taken their own lives, led by Councilor Desrochers. 

Public Hearing: 

 

The public hearing opened at 6:03 p.m.  

 
Mayor Brown started by reading over the items that the City Council will be voting on at this 
meeting and opened each up to the public for comments:  
 
Ordinance 01-23 to set the water and sewer rates for the FY2023 budget: 
 
Resident Kathy Rago, Ward III, stated that this is going to make it harder for families to afford 
their homes and asked that they reconsider this ordinance. 
 
No other public comments; closed. 
 
Ordinance 02-23 changes to Chapter 160 fees for the FY2023 budget: 

No public comments; closed. 
 
Resolution 01-23 adopting the FY2023 budget: 

No public comments; closed. 
 

Legislative Update: 
Representative Greg Hill passed out some literature to the council and the public, which has been 
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included at the end of these minutes.   
He wanted to let the council know about Student Tracker, which is a private company that tracks 
students after graduating high school for their next 6 years.  This is to see how many kids are 
going on to college and whether they are graduating with college degrees or not.  It is a tool that 
gives statistics to see how strong the public schools are.  He had been made aware of this 
company in 2010 and Winnisquam High has been using this for some time now as well.   He also 
mentioned that this is a pretty inexpensive tool and that it is anonymous.  The students don’t 
know that their progress is being tracked, as it is something that the schools set up before they 
graduate.  All of the info is included in the handouts. 
 
 
Comments from the Public: 
 
Mayor Brown opened up the floor for any other public comments. 
 
Chairman Glen Feener of the Heritage Commission approached the podium to address the council 
about the crosswalk art that had been done downtown.  He stated that the Heritage Commission 
never heard anything about it beforehand and anything being done downtown should be going 
through them first to approve.  He added that the colors do not follow their historical color 
scheme.  
 
Drug Task Force Coordinator, Kandyce Tucker, announced a few updates: 

- She stated that she will be at the Farmers Market from 3pm – 6pm this Thursday for 
Franklin residents to fill out a survey. 

- Franklin Night Out will be at Odell Park on August 2, 2022 and she is still looking for 
sponsorships.   

 
Resident Kathy Rago, Ward III, cited Charter 82-1: “This article is adopted pursuant to § C-5 of the 
Franklin City Charter which vests fiscal oversight of the Franklin School District in the Franklin City 
Council”.  She wanted to let the council know that she spoke at a school board meeting and 
wanted to make the council aware of a club at the middle school called GSA (Gender & Sexuality 
Awareness), also known as the Diversity Club, and it seems like it is grooming these young 
children.  This club has been going on for a year now.  She stated that schools should be for 
academics only.   
She also asked the mayor who approved the crosswalk art designs. 
 
City Manager Milner answered her and said it was all arts focused.  The art teachers verified the 
designs were appropriate and this was mentioned in several city council meetings.  Primary colors 
were used to be mixed and they used approved street paint. 
 
Resident Marie Danforth, Ward I, also wanted to address the diversity club in the middle school.  
She stated that not all children are mature enough to understand the subject matter. 
 
Resident Debbie Auger, Ward III, stated that she agrees with the last two residents and that they 
mentioned the same concerns that she has on the subject of the middle school diversity club.  She 
does think that it seems like the schools are grooming these kids and that they are way too 
young.  As far as the crosswalks, she believes that the one done by the elementary children 
showing a rainbow and hearts signifies gay pride and felt that when she brought this to the city’s 
attention, she was made to feel ridiculed for her concern. 
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Mayor Brown closed public comment at 6:35 p.m. 

 

 

City Council Acknowledgement: 

Mayor Brown asked if there were any City Council acknowledgements. 

 

Councilor Dzujna wanted to talk about the Beth Macdonald award.  Beth was a resident here 
and a Paraprofessional here in our schools.  She was well loved and involved in all of the school 
activities.  After she passed away this award was intended for someone who volunteers their 
time in the schools and the city and shows a great interest in our children.  He stated that he 
has the pleasure of announcing that Christine Dzujna has received this honor. 

 

Councilor Blake gave a shout out to Library Director Sargent for allowing the Franklin Falls 

Downtown Business Group to meet at the library and appreciates the help. 

 

Councilor Chandler thanked all of the city employees, department heads and the city manager 
for all of their hard work on the budget.  He acknowledged that it has been a busy and difficult 
time. 
 
Mayor’s Update: 
Mayor Brown stated that she had a few updates: 

- She gave an update on the DC trip that she made for the NH Business Group.  It was a 
really good presentation and she was really proud to be a part of that. 

- Brown also mentioned that City Manager Milner and herself went on a tour at the 
Webster Place for the veterans.  A lot of ARPA money went towards this veteran’s campus 
project by Governor Sununu, P&Z Director Creighton, City Manager Milner and herself, 
who met with the project management team.  They are very excited about the project. 

 
Agenda Item I. 
 
Council to consider the minutes of the May 4, 2022 City Council Special Meeting, May 9, 2022 City 
Council Special Meeting, June 6, 2022 City Council Meeting, the non-public minutes from the June 
6, 2022 City Council Meeting, and the June 20, 2022 City Council Special Meeting. 

 
Motion - Councilor Dzujna moved that the Franklin City Council approve the minutes of the May 
4, 2022 City Council Special Meeting, May 9, 2022 City Council Special Meeting, June 6, 2022 
City Council Meeting, the non-public minutes from the June 6, 2022 City Council Meeting, and 
the June 20, 2022 City Council Special Meeting with some grammatical corrections.  Seconded 
by Councilor Ribas. 
 

8 in favor, 1 opposed; motion passes. 
 
Agenda Item II. 
 
School Board Update. 
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School Board Chair Tim Dow approached the City Council to provide a monthly update on 
Superintendent Dan LeGallo’s behalf: 
 

- Dow stated that he would give the Student Tracker information that was just handed out 
to Superintendent LeGallo to look into. 

- He let the council know that LeGallo will be giving a presentation of the diversity club 
(GSA) at the middle school at the August City Council meeting so they are aware of what it 
is all about. 

- For the graduations this year, he wanted to recognize and thank the Police and Fire 
departments for all of their help. 

- The kindergarten, 8th grade and senior graduations all went very well. 
- The three new principals have started at the schools already. 
- Summer programs are in progress and there are 132 kids enrolled. 

 
Business Administrator Jefferson Braman also added that the school board wanted him to mention that 

there are 13 open paraprofessional positions still open that they have not been able to fill.   

Braman stated that WorkcampNE is using their school as their home base while they are there during July 

10th – 23rd for dinner and sleeping. 
 
Agenda Item III. 
 
Motion – Councilor Blake moved that the Franklin City Council approve Ordinance 01-23 to set 
the water and sewer rates for the FY2023 budget.  Seconded by Councilor Dzujna. 
 
Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion on this motion. 
 
Councilor Bunker stated that she agrees with Kathy Rago about it being a bad time to raise rates 
asked what the repercussion would be if this is not approved. 
City Manager Milner answered saying that the water and sewer is under the enterprise fund and 
there is also aging infrastructure.  These funds are fragile and believes this needs to be approved.  
As a recap, she stated that an average family of 4 would be looking at an increase of $18/year on 
their water bill and $14/year on their sewer bill. 
 
Councilor Dzujna mentioned that he believes it is necessary to save the infrastructure.   
 
No other discussion ensued. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

 

Councilor Starkweather _yes_ Councilor Dzujna _yes_ Councilor Ribas _yes_ 

Councilor Blake _yes_ Councilor Bunker _no_ Councilor Trudel             _no_ 

Councilor Desrochers _no_ Councilor Chandler _yes_ Councilor Zink _no_ 
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5 in favor, 4 opposed; motion passes. 
 

Agenda Item IV. 
 
Motion – Councilor Trudel moved that the Franklin City Council approve Ordinance 02-23 

changes to Chapter 160 fees for the FY2023 budget.  Seconded by Councilor Ribas. 

Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion on this motion. 
 
Councilor Starkweather had a question about the storage container permit fees that Planning and 
Zoning Director Creighton was able to explain and let him know that the fees are state mandated. 
 
No other discussion ensued. 
 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

 

Councilor Starkweather _yes_ Councilor Dzujna _yes_ Councilor Ribas _yes_ 

Councilor Blake _yes_ Councilor Bunker _yes_ Councilor Trudel             _yes_ 

Councilor Desrochers _yes_ Councilor Chandler _yes_ Councilor Zink _yes_ 

 

All in favor; motion passes. 
 

Agenda Item V. 
 
Motion – Councilor Ribas moved that the Franklin City Council approve Resolution 01-23 
adopting the FY2023 budget.  Seconded by Councilor Bunker. 

 
Mayor Brown asked if there was any discussion on this motion. 
 
Councilor Desrochers had some questions that came up from residents that Milner was able to 
answer. 
 
No other discussion ensued. 
 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

 

Councilor Starkweather _yes_ Councilor Dzujna _yes_ Councilor Ribas _yes_ 

Councilor Blake _yes_ Councilor Bunker _yes_ Councilor Trudel             _no_ 
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Councilor Desrochers _no_ Councilor Chandler _yes_ Councilor Zink _no_ 

 

6 in favor, 3 opposed; motion passes. 
 

Agenda Item VI. 
 
Council to discuss City Manager goals for FY23 
 
Mayor Brown stated that she had handouts of the city goals that combined what the council had 
spoken about in some past meetings.  These handouts are included at the bottom of these 
minutes. 
Brown added that on the Proposed City Manager Goals for 2022-2023 that she handed out, that 
number 2 that mentions the reduced wait time for service requests to be 24 hours to 
acknowledge the request should be changed to 2 business days since that would be more 
realistic. 
There was a quick discussion just going over the goals and there were no questions going 
forward. 
 
Motion – Councilor Ribas moved that the Franklin City Council adopt the Proposed City 

Manager Goals sheet that is dated July 10, 2022, which includes 10 items, with item #2 

being revised from 24 hours to 2 business days.  Seconded by Councilor Chandler. 
 

All in favor; motion passes. 
 
Agenda Item VII. 
 
Other Business: 
 

1. Mayor & Council Appointments 
 
Mayor Brown stated that there were a few mayoral appointments: 
 
Mayor Brown re-appointed Robert Sargent to the Planning Board, seat PB2, term of service to 
January 2024. 
 
Mayor Brown appointed Joya Pinkham Clark to the Heritage Commission as an alternate, seat 
HC6, term of service to January 2025. 
 
Mayor Brown appointed Gregory Thompson to the Zoning Board of Adjustment, seat ZBA1, term 
of service to January 2024. 
 

2. Committee Reports 
 
Councilor Blake mentioned the Parks & Recreation meeting went over the summer program that 
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is coming along and it is good to see kids outside and playing. 
 
Councilor Starkweather stated that the Fire Committee meeting that was scheduled for July 12th 
had been cancelled and postponed to the end of the year due to conflicting schedules.  He also 
had a handout on the Fire Department Capital Improvement Plan, which is included at the end of 
these minutes. 
 
Councilor Chandler handed out a Police Committee report from their June 23, 2022 meeting, 
which is included at the end of these minutes. 
 

3. City Manager’s Update:  
 

a. Contingent Grant Line Activity – No activity 
b. Trust fund for school funding – $265.61 
c. Shout out Kathy Fuller and Thrift Closet team - $1,413 proceeds from the used book sale 

for the library 
d. Shout out Annette Andreozzi – She put a free book kiosk in Trestle View Park after the 

book sale 
e. FBI IT Audit – Milner gave a shoutout to Deb Kulacz for the audit as they gave us a thumbs 

up for that audit 
f. Welcome aboard Sandra Martin as the new Assessing Technician, who started today and 

will be down at the Proulx Center with Planning & Zoning.  
g. Congratulations: 

o Congratulations to Municipal Services for their award from the Lakes Region 
Planning Commission for being a long-standing excellent household hazardous 
waste site 

o Ken Labraney – Promoted to Heavy Equipment Operator II 
o At the Fire Department, Sierra Rodenhuis received her EMT license so congrats to 

her 
h. Committee meetings – July: 

o Fire Committee meeting has been rescheduled to October 
o Finance Committee – This is TBD, but may want to consider moving to October as 

well.  This would be the next quarterly meeting for both committees. 
i. Communications Center Project Update – Milner thanked Councilor Chandler for providing 

this update tonight. 
j. NH Planners Association – shout out to P&Z Director Seth Creighton 
k. LRPC Annual Banquet – This was held on June 29th in Franklin at Mojalaki with Marty 

Parichaund as the keynote speaker 
l. Winni River Days – This was on June 17th with a ribbon cutting and it was well attended 
m. CDFA Tax Credit Award – The city of Franklin received another $400,000 tax credit grant 

that was applied towards the White-Water Park. 
n. Mayors Drug & Alcohol – 5k Fundraiser was on June 17th as well.  There were 35 

participants and they made about $760 towards the fundraiser. 
o. Source Water Project – Franklin and Sanbornton were chosen by the NH Water Works 

Association to collaborate on this project.  They needed to pick communities to work with 
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their grant.  This will require a little staff time to provide assistance and Milner stated that 
she will be getting some legal advice on this as well.  

p. NHMA Floor Policy – Milner sent the council an email with the new legislature on NHMA 
any proposals for the Floor Policy are due by 8/12.  The deadline to put any proposals on 
the City Council meeting agenda is July 22nd, as the meeting will be on August 1, 2022. 

q. Media contacts   
o Concord Monitor  
o Laconia Daily Sun  
o Union Leader 

r. The next City Council Workshop meeting is on July 25, 2022 in the Library upstairs and this 
will be about buildings. 

s. National Night Out will be on August 2, 2022 at Odell Park from 5pm – 8pm. 
t. As a follow up to a question from the last meeting from Councilor Blake about getting a 

sign placed at Cumberland Farms property saying “Coming Soon”, this has been placed on 
order. 

 
 
Milner stated that she was also in need of a non-public meeting tonight as well. 
No other late items would be needed afterwards. 
 
 
Motion – Councilor Bunker moved that the Franklin City Council enter into nonpublic 
according to RSA 91-A:3, II (d) Consideration of the acquisition, sale or lease of real or personal 
property which, if discussed in public, would likely benefit a party or parties whose interests 
are adverse to those of the general community.  Seconded by Councilor Ribas. 
 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

 

Councilor Starkweather  yes Councilor Dzujna  yes Councilor Ribas  yes 

Councilor Blake  yes Councilor Bunker  yes Councilor Trudel              yes 

Councilor Desrochers  yes Councilor Chandler  yes Councilor Zink  yes 

All in favor; motion passes. 
 

Entered into nonpublic at 7:43 p.m. 

Motion – Councilor Dzujna moved to leave nonpublic session and return to public session. 

Seconded by Councilor Bunker.  

Roll Call Vote: 
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Councilor Starkweather  yes Councilor Dzujna  yes Councilor Ribas  yes 

Councilor Blake  yes Councilor Bunker  yes Councilor Trudel              yes 

Councilor Desrochers  yes Councilor Chandler  yes Councilor Zink  yes 

All in favor; motion passes. 
 

Public Session reconvened at 7:56 p.m. 

Motion — Councilor Zink moved to seal the minutes. Seconded by Councilor Chandler. 

Roll Call Vote: 

 

Councilor Starkweather _yes_ Councilor Dzujna _yes_ Councilor Ribas _yes_ 

Councilor Blake _yes_ Councilor Bunker _yes_ Councilor Trudel             _yes_ 

Councilor Desrochers _yes_ Councilor Chandler _yes_ Councilor Zink _yes_ 

All in favor; motion passes. 
 
 
Motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Zink and seconded by Councilor Blake.  
 

All in favor; motion passes. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:57 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Lisa Jones 
Executive Secretary 
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