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               City Council Meeting Minutes 
               Monday, March 1, 2021 - 6:00 p.m. 

         Webmeeting via Zoom  

  

 Location 

Interim Mayor Olivia Zink  Home in the room alone  

Councilor Jo Brown Home in the room alone 

Councilor Scott Clarenbach Home in the room alone 

Councilor Bob Desrochers  Home in the room alone 

Councilor Jay Chandler  Home in the room alone   

Councilor April Bunker Home with her daughters Mary Grace and Sarah 
present 

Councilor Ted Starkweather  Home in the room alone  

Councilor Karen Testerman Home in the room alone 

Councilor Paul Trudel  Home in the room alone 

 

Others in attendance: City Manager Judie Milner, City Department Heads, and members of the 

public.  

 

Mayor Zink called the meeting to order via Zoom at 6:03 p.m. She then read the Compliant 

Right-to-Know Statement. 

Salute to the Flag was led by Councilor Desrochers.   

Councilor Desrochers requested a moment of silence for Veteran John Jurta III who was a 

Franklin High School graduate and served in the U.S. Army during the Korean War.   

A moment of silence was recognized for Mr. Jurta.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS   
 
Resolution #15-21, a resolution regarding the Nonpartisan Fair Redistricting Policy for Franklin’s 
Voting Wards. 
 
The public hearing opened at 6:09 p.m. 
 
Mayor Zink asked if there were any comments or questions from the public.   
 
Ward 3 resident Leigh Webb stated that he understands this is a non-binding resolution and is a 
wonderful message to send to our Legislators.  Any redistricting should be done on the basis of 
adequate representation and not political advantage.   
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Ward 3 resident Dave Liberatore spoke in favor of this resolution and stated that it is time to let 
our Legislators know that they need to do what is right and take politics out of redistricting.  
 
Resident James [he did not wish to include his last name] stated that he wasn’t sure why the 
City is handling this topic in this way since this is something the Legislators in Concord would 
handle.  Mayor Zink agreed that the Legislators handle the redistricting however the City 
Council handles the actual Ward Lines. James also stated that this resolution seemed to be 
accusatory and people could have also read it that way.   
 
Ward 3 resident Judith Ackerson stated that she spoke in support of this during last month’s 
City Council Meeting and appreciated the City Council taking this on as it would allow for fair 
representation in each ward. Several other communities are also presenting resolutions 
showing widespread support in New Hampshire. She thanked the Council for taking it under 
consideration.   
 
There were no further comments.   
 
The public hearing on Resolution #15-21 closed at 6:13 p.m. 
 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE  
 
Representative Howard Pearl thanked the Council for inviting him to tonight’s meeting.  He stated that  
Legislation is in session and had their first meetings last week at the Bedford Sportsplex.  He added that 
he is looking forward to getting back to in-person meetings and is seeing the COVID numbers going 
down.   
 
Pearl stated that he is now the Chairperson on the Environment and Agriculture Committee.  There are 
currently 19 Bills and those that stand out, which affect Franklin, seem to be HB 20 which address the 
Education Freedom Account Program.  Pearl stated that this Bill needs additional work and will come 
back before the House when it is ready to be presented again.  Also important to Franklin is HB 106 
regarding Municipal Exemptions for net metering.  This Bill has had hearings and the committee is still 
working on it.  Pearl stated that he believes this Bill will benefit Franklin if passed. 
 
City Manager Milner addressed Representative Pearl and stated that the House Bills just mentioned 
would help Franklin and also HB 497.  She would like to see the State fully fund their portion back into 
the New Hampshire Retirement System.   
 
Pearl replied that he would like to further review the Bills that address the NHRS and will respond at a 
later date.  Milner also asked for support on the School’s Adequacy Funding as well.   
 
Superintendent LeGallo added that any amount would help Franklin Students.  Representative Pearl 
stated that he would review this as well.   
 
City Manager Milner stated that she would send Representative Pearl the list of Bills and thoughts from 
both the City and Schools on them. 
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There were no further Legislative Updates 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
   
Ward 1 resident George Dzujna informed the Council that he is in support of the Solar Moratorium.  He 
stated that the City must look closer at perimeters of any new business coming here.  He requested that 
residents learn what codes are in force and contact their Councilors to provide input.  Residents need to 
be supportive of their Councilors and work together to put the right things in place.   
 
Ward 3 resident Kathy Rago stated that she wasn’t able to locate the City’s current financials and also 
inquired on the ability to bring back the addition of the “Year to Date Expenditures Projected for 12 
months” column. City Manager Milner replied that she would look into where the financial information 
is on the website and because the City doesn’t have a purchase order system yet, maintaining a running 
expenditures column is a very manual time-consuming process but it can be done at certain times 
during the year.   
 
Ward 2 resident Ellie Zink provided information to the Council on Composting and how it can save the 
City money.  She also stated reasons why it can be good for the earth and asked if she could post a flyer 
at City Hall on this topic.   
 
City Manager Milner thanked Ellie Zink and stated that that her flyer would go along nicely with the 
information posted on the City Website from UNH.  Milner asked Ellie to send her the flyer.   
 
The Franklin Mayor’s Drug Task Force Coordinator Kandyce Tucker stated that April 24th is designated as 
National Drug Take Back Day and will set up at the Franklin CVS on April 24th from 10am-2pm.  Contact 
Kandyce if there is an interest in setting up a table at this event to offer other services for the residents.  
This event will also be a cookout fundraiser opportunity.  Kandyce also informed the Council that she 
hopes the 5K fundraiser will occur in June and will provide more information on that soon.   
 
Ward 3 resident Judith Ackerson stated that she appreciates the zoom meetings and hopes It can be 
incorporated as a regular option when the Council meetings open back up at City Hall for public 
attendance.   
 
City Manager Milner stated that her amazing secretary Audrey Lanzillo is working on making that 
happen.  Milner stated that it may not be interactive back and forth like these current meetings are but 
it likely will be something where people can view and listen from home at the very least.   
 
Ward 3 resident Dean Laughy stated that he is concerned that the Solar Moratorium referenced only 
“Certain Solar Projects” and not “all” solar projects.  He lives next door to the Foundry Solar Project and 
stated that it is important that the City take their time and make sure it is right for Franklin. 
 
Councilor Desrochers stated that the Resolution for the Moratorium covers certain exemptions for 
residential solar projects and will be the version voted on tonight.  It was adjusted from the one 
reviewed by Director Lewis during last month’s meeting.   
 
There were no further public comments. 
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COUNCIL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  
 
Mayor Zink acknowledged the Franklin Outing Club for their amazing work on the Winter Carnival this 
year.   

 
MAYOR’S UPDATE  

 
Mayor Zink stated that she was approached by Melissa Gross at the Paul Smith School and informed her 
that they are participating in Read Across America therefore Zink thought it would be appropriate to 
dedicate this day to Read Across Franklin.   

 
Agenda Item I.  
 
City Council to consider the minutes of the January 25, 2021 City Council Special Meeting, the minutes of 
the February 1, City Council Meeting, and the minutes of the February 1, City Council Non-public 
Meeting.   
 
Motion – Councilor Desrochers moved that the Franklin City Council approve the minutes of the 
January 25, 2021 City Council Special Meeting, the minutes of the February 1, 2021 City Council 
Meeting, and the minutes of the February 1, 2021 Non-public City Council Meeting.  
Seconded by Councilor Bunker.   
 
Roll Call:   

Councilor Brown Yes  Councilor Chandler  Yes Councilor Zink Yes 

Councilor Clarenbach Yes Councilor Bunker Yes Councilor Testerman Yes 

Councilor Desrochers Yes Councilor Starkweather Yes Councilor Trudel Yes 

All in favor.  Motion PASSED.  
 
AGENDA ITEM II. 
 
Councilor to consider approval of Resolution #15-21, a Resolution regarding the Nonpartisan Fair 
Redistricting Policy and Map Lines for Franklin’s Three Voting Wards. 
 
Motion – Councilor Starkweather moved that the Franklin City Council vote to adopt Resolution #15-
21, a New Hampshire Nonpartisan Fair Redistricting resolution.  
Seconded by Councilor Bunker.   
 
Councilor Brown stated that she supports the nonpartisan redistricting resolution however ironically the 
letter shared with the Council in support of this resolution, seemed rather partisan and not completely 
accurate.  It is still important to support a nonpartisan redistricting resolution.  It will be the Legislature 
that will make the final decision.  Brown also stated that because the Council is representing the public, 
it must be done in a nonpartisan way.   
 
Councilor Desrochers agrees with Councilor Brown and stated that the Council is overstepping its 
boundaries and should be left to the Legislature.  He stated that because of these reasons and having 
received a couple of letters from constituents, he is not in support of this.   
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Councilor Starkweather asked for information on how this affects Franklin and agrees with Councilor 
Desrochers.  He is not in support of this resolution.   
 
 
Mayor Zink added that item # 6 in the Resolution is referring to how Franklin draws the ward lines and 
stated that lines have not been redrawn since 1995.  She referred to the Charter and informed the 
Council that it is important the ward lines reflect the current population based on the most current 
census data.  Zink also pointed out that if the Council decided to make this change in the Charter, it 
would need to be on the ballot for residents and voted on by them to make this change.  Due to timing, 
it likely wouldn’t make it for this coming election but could for 2022.    
 
Councilor Chandler agreed with the other Councilors that it is not their place to push the State 
Legislature.  In addition, the timing is not right considering the census data results have not been 
published.  He stated that there are many other things to focus on to help the City move forward.  
 
Councilor Testerman stated that it is the responsibility of the City to draw its own ward lines.  Testerman 
read excerpts of the Charter and further stated that she is not in support of this resolution. 
 
Councilor Trudel stated that he believes the elections are currently nonpartisan and sees no reason to 
move ward lines nor push this change through a resolution.  He is also not in support of this resolution.   
 
Councilor Clarenbach stated that he is not against the resolution as it only advises the legislation 
however, ward 3 has portions which fall in Northfield and that ward 2 is much smaller population 
speaking than wards 1 and 3.   
 
Zink further added that one of the guidelines through the New Hampshire Municipal Association is fair 
redistricting.  She also stated that several other Cities are also passing this resolution.   
 
Councilor Testerman stated that although she appreciates that other communities are moving 
resolutions like this forward however just because other communities are doing something, shouldn’t 
mean that Franklin should also do it.  She further added that as Councilors of Franklin, the Council 
should focus on the issues that are happening here in our own City and work them out together as 
Councilors.  Our duty is to keep the focus on our Franklin residents. 
 
Motion - Councilor Desrochers moved to call the question.  Seconded by Councilor Starkweather. 
 
Roll Call to Call the Question:   

Councilor Brown Yes  Councilor Chandler  Yes Councilor Zink Yes 

Councilor Clarenbach Yes Councilor Bunker Yes Councilor Testerman Yes 

Councilor Desrochers Yes Councilor Starkweather Yes Councilor Trudel Yes 

All in favor.  Motion PASSED 
 

Resolution #15-21 

A Resolution to adopt a RESOLUTION FOR NONPARTISAN FAIR REDISTRICTING 
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City of Franklin, New Hampshire 

In the year of our Lord Two Thousand and Twenty One 

The City of Franklin New Hampshire resolves as follows: 

WHEREAS,  the U.S. Census will be completed in 2021; and 

WHEREAS, the New Hampshire General Court is obligated to redraw the maps of political 
districts within the state for state and federal elected positions; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Franklin is obligated to redistrict the voting wards for elected positions 
within the City of Franklin; and 

WHEREAS, the NH General Court conducted the 2010 census redistricting behind closed doors; 
and  

WHEREAS, the public was given 24 hours notice to view the proposed redistricting maps and 
not given the maps before the public hearings in 2010, and 

WHEREAS,  this practice created representatives who are unknown to most of the voters of 
that district, representatives who have no intimate involvement or relationship to the 
community they will serve, and 

WHEREAS, 2010 proposed redistricting maps were created to benefit one political party over 
another and has been abused for decades by both political parties. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Franklin 

That : 

1.   Redistricting shall be fair, nonpartisan,  and ensure effective representation;  and 
2.   Voting maps shall not be gerrymandered to favor any one political party or 

candidate;  and 
3.   Communities of interest shall be considered when redistricting;  and 
4.   The process of redistricting communities shall be transparent and open to public input 

during all stages of development, and 
5.   The City of Franklin shall call upon its elected state legislators, in writing, to uphold 

these fair redistricting principles when creating state redistricting maps; and  
6.   The City of Franklin shall also adhere to these fair redistricting principles when 

creating  city redistricting maps.  
7.   This resolution shall take effect upon its passage. 

https://www.concordmonitor.com/Archive/2011/12/999701540-999701541-1112-CM
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Roll Call on Resolution 15-21:   

Councilor Brown Yes  Councilor Chandler  No Councilor Zink Yes 

Councilor Clarenbach Yes Councilor Bunker Yes Councilor Testerman No 

Councilor Desrochers No Councilor Starkweather Yes Councilor Trudel No 

All in favor.  Motion PASSED 
 
Agenda Item III 
 
Superintendent Dan LeGallo provided an update on the School to the Council.   
 
LeGallo stated that the school board will meet to discuss the school budget for fy21-22 on March 8th 
followed by a Joint Finance Committee Meeting later that week.    
 
LeGallo stated that there is consideration of changing the classroom schedule for seniors starting the 
next school year.  Instead of having full year courses completed in half the year, they would be spread 
out the classes throughout the school year to allow for more flexibility during the school year.   
 
Classes are still operating in the Hybrid Model and surveys are being sent to all the parents next week.  
Results will be shared with the Council and the community when the information is available.   
 
LeGallo further explained that the Adverse Childhood Services Response Team has been working with 
the Police Department and the School District.  This will allow for student councilors to be put in place 
when the police come upon situations where children and trauma are involved.  Barbara Slayton and 
Chief David Goldstein have been heavily involved in working out this new support service for families.     
 
The School District will be applying to try to obtain a new Grant through the National Foundation for 
Governors' Fitness Councils (NFGFC). Three elementary or middle schools in New Hampshire will be 
selected to receive a $100,000 to install a fitness center in their school.   
 
LeGallo concluded stating that he hopes the Annual District Report card will be ready to share with 
everyone by April.  He hopes that the Council and residents will be pleased with communicating this 
information out on the School and City Websites.  If it is well received, it will be communicated out 
annually in this manner.  
 
Councilor Brown confirmed that the Joint Finance Committee meeting is scheduled for March 10th which 
will be held in the High School Cafeteria.   
 
Councilor Testerman asked Superintendent LeGallo if he could share the student test scores from this 
last fall.  LeGallo replied that he would send the test results to her and also mentioned that the 
statewide spring testing is coming and can share those results when available as well.   
 
Testerman also stated that the Council has worked very hard to provide the school with an additional 
$1.3M over the last three years and asked if the school might consider returning some money back to 
the City so some of the City’s needs can be addressed.   
 
Agenda Item IV.  
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Council to consider appointing the City Manager as the Authorized Signer of the New Hampshire 
Department of Health and Human Services, Emergency Management Directive for COVID-19 Vaccination 
Aid from the City of Franklin’s First Responders.   
 
Motion – Councilor Desrochers moved that the Franklin City Council authorize the City Manager to 
sign the COVID-19 Vaccination Aid Emergency Management Directive as proposed by the New 
Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services. 
Seconded by Councilor Trudel.   
 
Councilor Testerman asked if this vaccination process is mandatory.  Chief Foss stated that this 
resolution directive is to allow Franklin’s EMTs to provide assistance at vaccine clinics and to obtain the 
reimbursement of expenses incurred due to this from the state.    
 
There were no further questions or comments. 
 
Roll Call:   

Councilor Brown Yes  Councilor Chandler  Yes Councilor Zink Yes 

Councilor Clarenbach Yes Councilor Bunker Yes Councilor Testerman Yes 

Councilor Desrochers Yes Councilor Starkweather Yes Councilor Trudel Yes 

All in favor.  Motion PASSED.   
 
Agenda Item V.  
 
Council to consider Ordinance #05-21, an Ordinance to create a Moratorium on certain Solar Energy 
Projects. 
 
Motion – Councilor Brown moved that the Franklin City Council approved the recommendation by the 
Franklin Planning Board and adopt the proposed moratorium on certain solar energy projects and 
adopt Ordinance #05-21 by a roll call vote.   
Seconded by Councilor Trudel.   
 
Councilor Brown stated that the Planning Board met to discuss this at length at the last Planning Board 
Meeting.  Dan Laughy presented an impressive PowerPoint regarding the value of ourselves as the 
Citizens of Franklin.  This proposed moratorium will pause any new projects coming in however will not 
pause the Mojalaki solar project since it has already been through the Planning Board.  The Planning 
Board can still show more enforcement to projects already in motion.  The Mark and Duffy solar project 
has changed hands and they will present the projections of what the project will look like at a future 
public hearing.  At that time, the planning board and residents can review this and provide input to that 
plan at the next point.       
 
Councilor Testerman asked if this moratorium applies to both commercial and residential projects.  
Planning and Zoning Director Dick Lewis replied that the moratorium includes all solar projects in the 
City of Franklin.  The two exemptions are for roof mounted residential solar arrays and ground mounted 
solar arrays like the one on New Hampton Road.  Ground mounted residential solar arrays on more than 
2.5 acres is also exempt. 
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Councilor Desrochers asked Director Lewis if the abutters at the Mark and Duffy Street Project will be 
notified when this next public hearing meeting is scheduled.  Lewis replied that property owners were 
notified via certified mail as well as courtesy notices for other residents regarding the February 24, 2021.  
This hearing was continued to March 24, 2021.  The initial notification to the property owners was made 
following state statute but they will not be notified again for subsequent public hearings.   
 
Agendas for all the Planning and Zoning meetings are posted on the City Website and other locations so 
there are other methods of keeping the residents apprised of when these subsequent meetings plan to 
be held.    
 
Councilor Desrochers stated that he would feel better if all the abutters were still notified by mail.   
 
Councilor Trudel asked if this moratorium includes the Mojalaki Solar Project and Director Lewis replied 
that it does not because it’s public hearing was held and project began before this moratorium was 
written.  They will be allowed to go through the current Planning Board process to review their plans 
and although the public hearing on this project was on the agenda for the recent February 24th meeting, 
their development team wasn’t able to meet with Eversource and so they asked for a continuation to 
the March 24th meeting.  That request was voted on and accepted by the Planning Board.   
 
Councilor Testerman asked for more information on the Mark and Duffy Solar Project and asked if their 
project was not properly monitored.  Director Lewis explained that the Mark and Duffy project plans 
included certain conditions of approval that their development team was supposed to request and 
adhere to certain inspections during the course of construction.  Those inspections did not take place 
nor was the City notified when the project hit certain checkpoints.  Certain landscaping also did not take 
place nor the placement and installation of eight utility poles near the road.  None of these poles or 
locations of poles were shown on their project plans or came to the Planning Board for approval.  Lewis 
further explained that their Development team never contacted the Planning Board to inform or seek 
approval to changes to the project plan.  These issues are significant and unacceptable which triggered 
the re-opening of the public hearing.    
 
Testerman asked if the City is responsible for any oversight of Franklin projects to make sure things are 
moving along as approved.  Lewis explained that the project developer historically initiates the need for 
certain inspections at certain points in the project and this has been the process for many years.  The 
City is also not staffed to perform oversight of projects.   
 
Testerman then suggested that the City should put something in place throughout the process of a 
project for checkpoints whether we hear from them or not and that this requires immediate remedy.    
 
Councilor Desrochers further added that the City did not do a good job on overseeing either the 
Industrial Solar Project or the Mark and Duffy Project and it is unacceptable.  He then stated that he 
would like to place a hold on further construction of the Mojalaki Solar Project until the plans for the 
Mark and Duffy project are reviewed.   
 
Councilor Trudel agreed with Councilor Desrochers comments and further stated that if an inspection 
hasn’t been scheduled according to plan, the project must hold until the requirements are met.  He also 
stated that he knows of several projects that were proposed and approved by the Planning Board that 
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were not adhered to and those portions of construction were ordered to be removed as it was not 
approved.   
 
Councilor Starkweather stated that unless the City comes up with funds to send employees out to 
provide project oversight, it’s not possible to do this to every project.  The City did provide feedback to 
Mojalaki when they reviewed their plans based on the issues at Mark and Duffy.  Code Enforcement and 
Planning and Zoning are out there doing their jobs.   
 
Councilor Clarenbach asked for clarification when an applicant doesn’t stay compliant with their first 
project and applies for other additional projects.  Can the City issue a cease and desist on subsequent 
projects? Director Lewis replied that because each project is different, that likely, legally, it wouldn’t be 
possible.  He further added that the Mark and Duffy Street Project is a wakeup call for the Planning 
Board and the reason for the moratorium.  The moratorium would give the City time to add appropriate 
language in the Ordinance to address these issues.   
 
Councilor Chandler stated that he is in support of the moratorium and asked when or if the Mojalaki 
project will come before the City Council and would the Council have the approval authority or not as 
they move forward.  Director Lewis replied that this would not go before the City Council as per state 
statute, it is presented before the Planning Board.  Lewis explained how the process flows as it makes its 
way through the Planning Board.  Lewis also stated that the applicant will be required to hire an outside 
engineer to review their plans.  This will ensure that all of the elements and the final construction plans 
are in proper alignment.  There may be additional outside firms required to help the oversight of a solar 
project due to the uniqueness of the project where there are many items that must be in code and 
require code inspections.    
 
Lewis also added that once the project and requirements are worked out, they will be incorporated into 
a new Ordinance which will hold a public hearing first then come before the Council for a vote.   
 
Councilor Testerman suggested that since there are specific milestones in a project timeline where 
inspections are supposed to take place, the City would know or have an idea when those inspections 
were supposed to occur allowing the City to inquire and do a checkpoint.  Lewis replied that this was a 
very good and appropriate idea and will become part of the construction timeline.   
 
Councilor Trudel further added that this is in no way a reflection on the Planning and Zoning department 
not doing something and that it falls completely on the Developer of the solar project.   
 
There were no further comments.  
 

ORDINANCE #05-21 

AN AMENDMENT TO THE FRANKLIN MUNICIPAL CODE: 

In the Year of our Lord, Two Thousand Twenty-One 

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Franklin that Ordinance # 05-21 be approved as 

outlined below: 

A Moratorium on the Construction of Solar Projects, with Certain Exemptions for Residential Projects 
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A. The Franklin City Council agrees with, and adopts, the Findings of the Planning Board, and finds 
that the issues, concern, and problems outlined in these Finding [which shall be attached to this 
Ordinance as an Appendix], that have become evident in the recent past related to the 
construction of commercial solar projects in these developed residential neighborhoods, has 
already had, and will have, an adverse impact to these neighborhoods. 

B. The City Council also agrees that siting these types of projects in residential zoning districts runs 
contrary to the purposes of residential zoning. 

C. The circumstances outlined by the Planning Board provide appropriate and necessary support for 
the establishment of this Moratorium.   

D. This Moratorium shall run for 6-months from the date of adoption. 
E. This Moratorium covers all solar projects, located anywhere within the City of Franklin.   
F. An exemption for the installation of roof-mounted residential solar projects is granted.  Ground-

mounted residential solar projects on parcels greater than 2.5 acres in size are also exempted. 
G. This Moratorium will expire 6 months from the date of adoption by the City Council, or when the 

City Council adopts a new and separate Zoning Ordinance for the regulation of Solar Energy 
facilities.   

 
 Roll Call on Ordinance #05-21:   

Councilor Brown Yes  Councilor Chandler  Yes Councilor Zink Yes 

Councilor Clarenbach Yes Councilor Bunker Yes Councilor Testerman Yes 

Councilor Desrochers Yes Councilor Starkweather Yes Councilor Trudel Yes 

All in favor.  Motion PASSED.   
 
Agenda Item VI. 
 
Council to consider disposition of 2020 Tax Deeded Property.  
 
Motion – Councilor Clarenbach moved to authorize the City Manager to dispose of the following 
property:   

Map/Lot # Location Disposition 
Method 

Recommended 
minimum bid 

Notes 

1. 117-199-000 27 School 
Street 

Bid $20,000.00 Successful bidder will have to 
clean up code enforcement 
violations (mostly trash) within 
60 days of acquisition 

2. 117-246-000 Spring 
Street 

Direct Sale   Must be merged with successful 
abutter property within 60 days 
of acquisition; further conditions 
may be imposed.  

3. 096-412-005 5 Vine 
Street 

Direct Sale  To park owner.  

4. 070-002-000 Hill Road Bid $12,000 Parcels to be merged into one 
parcel within 60 days of 
acquisition.  

5. 070-003-000 Hill Road  

Seconded by Councilor Starkweather.   
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Councilor Clarenbach asked City Manager Milner if the Vine Street property was a tax deed property.  
There was discussion on previous owners and if the property transfers show the owners in the proper 
order.    
 
Clarenbach then noted that the first Hill Road property provides similar information as the Vine Street 
property.  Milner was then able to clarify that the City did take Hill and Vine properties on 9/22/20 from 
Darcy Martin due to taxes. 
 
There was no further discussion. 
 
Roll call:  

Councilor Brown Yes  Councilor Chandler  Yes Councilor Zink Yes 

Councilor Clarenbach Yes Councilor Bunker Yes Councilor Testerman Yes 

Councilor Desrochers Yes Councilor Starkweather Yes Councilor Trudel Yes 

All in favor.  Motion PASSED.  
 
Agenda Item VII.  
 
Council to consider setting a Public Hearing on Resolution #16-21 to accept and appropriate $25K CDBG 

Planning Grant for a Hotel Feasibility Study. 
 
Motion – Councilor Desrochers moved that the Franklin City Council set a Public Hearing on Monday 
April 5, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. regarding Resolution #16-21 accepting and appropriating $25,000 
Community Development Block Grant received through the Community Development Finance 
Authority for a Hotel Feasibility Study. To be read in name only.   

Seconded by Councilor Brown.   
 
Roll call:  

Councilor Brown Yes  Councilor Chandler  Yes Councilor Zink Yes 

Councilor Clarenbach Yes Councilor Bunker Yes Councilor Testerman Yes 

Councilor Desrochers Yes Councilor Starkweather Yes Councilor Trudel Yes 

All in favor.  Motion PASSED.   
 
 
RESOLUTION #16-21, A Resolution Relating to a Supplemental Appropriation for Fiscal Year 2021. 
 
 
Councilor Desrochers requested information on a list of properties that were going out for bid from a 
letter he received and wondered where this list came from and if the Council voted on these to be sold.   
 
City Manager Milner replied that the Citywide disposition list Desrochers is referring to is a list that was 
voted on by the Council to dispose of by public bid in the January 2020 City Council meeting.  Following 
that January meeting, COVID hit and being unsure what the appetite for property purchases would be 
since many were out of work, Milner decided to hold on putting these out for bid.  By the end of 2020 
and start of this year, it has been noted that property sales are selling very quickly in Franklin and it is a 
good time to get these properties listed and out for bid as soon as possible and before the April 1st 
deadline.   
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Agenda Item VIII.   
 
1. Committee Reports:   

a. Councilor Bunker advised the members of the School Liaison Committee that the doodle poll 
for availability was sent out and asked the members to keep an eye out for it. 

2. City Manager’s Update 
a. Contingent Grant Line Activity for the month is $0. 
b. The Trust fund for school funding is $142.06 
c. The next Council Workshop is scheduled for March 22nd.  The Mayor’s Drug Task Force will 

be presenting.  They are 100% fully funded by a Federal Grant.  The ten year, $1.2M 
previous grant had ended and now in a five year grant in collaboration with the school 
district for $1.5M.  At the upcoming Council Workshop, the Drug Task Force will give an 
update on what they have accomplished and future plans for the Task Force. 

d. Upcoming City retirements are:  Captain Bruce Goldthwaite on March 31st and Planning and 
Zoning Director Richard Lewis on June 30th.  Thank you for your service to our City! You will 
be greatly missed! 

e. Congratulations to our new captains: Captain Dan Chapman and Captain Alex Green who 
were recently promoted in the Fire Department. 

f. Sargent Kent Matthews completed his FFA Drone pilot training in just a few months and 
received his FFA License.  The drone was purchased through a grant and will be used for 
police and code enforcement work.   

g. FY2022 Budget planning is on track however, it will be missing significant State revenues 
that are normally received.  There are some challenges which will be discussed at the March 
10th Joint Finance Committee Meeting. 

h. The Mill City Park Request for Proposal was awarded to AJ Coleman with a July 12th, 2021 
construction start date.     

i. Property Disposition Update:  Bids are due this week for the properties posted out for bid.  
Winning bids will be set to close by March 19th, 2021 so they will be on the tax roll for April 
1, 2021.  There are direct sales to abutters that may not be on the April 1st tax roll.  

j. The Lakes Region Conservation Trust Easement in lieu of a mitigation payment that would 
have been payable to NH DES as a result of receiving the permit for the Mill City Park ”in 
water features”,  would have cost the City $500,000.  City Council approved a portion of the 
land to be placed into a Conservation Trust in lieu of this payment.  City Attorney Paul 
Fitzgerald has recently completed the documents and expects the Conservation to be official 
on March 26, 2021.  Please reach out to City Manager Milner for details on the description 
of the parcel of land this includes. 

k. There will be a professional video team filming throughout the downtown area to highlight 
the Opportunity Zones and attract quality investors to Franklin.   

l. Contract renewal discussions for the Metrocast Franchise Agreement will begin soon.  The 
current agreement ends on 12/21/2023.  Franklin will join several other communities to 
negotiate the contracts together as a group.  This provides us leverage, saves the City 
money, and splits attorney fees.   Without objection, the Council would like to proceed this 
same way as done previously in joining with the other communities to discuss this renewal.  
There will be a public meeting to gather input from the Council and the public on this as 
well.  There was no objection from the Council.  
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m. The Cybersecurity Summit Video went well.  Cyber-attack issues shouldn’t be thought of as a 
stigma or “if” they happen but rather “when” they will happen and how businesses need to 
plan ahead in this century.  This Cybersecurity Summit will run tomorrow from 2pm-4:30pm. 

i. Councilor Bunker stated that she is a member of the State Cybersecurity Committee 
and they would like to see as many municipal elected officials attend this summit as 
possible.  She asked to be sure the invitation to the summit was forwarded to the 
Council.  

ii. Councilor Testerman referenced the recent crisis in Texas and requested that 
Bunker mention the topic regarding the possibility of a firewall of some sort for New 
England’s power grid to avoid a cyber catastrophe that could shut down power.   

n. Milner sent the Council an email last week on a possible change to the Charter but has only 
heard back from one Councilor at this point.  City Attorney Paul Fitzgerald will draft 
language to address this change if the Council would like to proceed with this charter 
change.   

i. The Council would like to review the language regarding filling the Mayor Pro Tem 
position in advance and all agreed that it needs clarification.  

ii. Additional clarification needs to be made in the charter language addressing 
situations like these whether it is the Mayor, City Clerk, City Manager, or the like. 

iii. Councilor Desrochers requested the language be addressed so a Councilor would 
not lose their Council seat due to temporarily filling the Mayor. 

iv. Councilor Clarenbach feels a Council member would be best prepared to fill the 
Mayor Pro Tem seat rather than a member of the public and would like the powers 
on the Mayor Pro Tem made clear.  

v. Councilor Bunker agreed with Councilor Clarenbach and Councilor Desrochers.   
vi. Councilor Trudel stated that the Charter already states that the Council chooses one 

of its’ own to fill the Mayor Pro Tem seat however it does not address how that 
Council person continues to represent their ward.  He welcomes City Attorney Paul 
Fitzgerald’s opinion in these vague areas.  He asked that his email be shared with 
the full Council and thanked the City Manager and Council for bringing this forward.   

vii. Any Charter changes would need to be on the next election ballot and in by April or 
May so voters can see them and vote on them.  It needs to go to the Secretary of 
State before it gets on the ballot.   

viii. City Manager Milner will forward another Charter change regarding the time 
window of swearing in an elected position and will created a timeline to the 
Councilors.  

 
Motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Desrochers and seconded by Councilor Starkweather.   
 
Roll call: 

Councilor Brown Yes  Councilor Chandler  Yes Councilor Zink Yes 

Councilor Clarenbach Yes Councilor Bunker Yes Councilor Testerman Yes 

Councilor Desrochers Yes Councilor Starkweather Yes Councilor Trudel Yes 

All in favor.  Motion PASSED.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
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      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Audrey Lanzillo  
 


